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RELIGION IN REVIEW. 


: fa 
1976-Year Of The Evangelical 


By Norman B. Rohrer, Director 
EP News Service 


.While planet earth looped the sun in 1976, 71,000,000 new travelers came 
aboard the “spaceship” hijacked by the Prince of Darkness; baby number 
4,000,000,000 was born on March 28, and radio atrillion 
Fe eet one we weve ini alone. 

S citizens (50 million over 18 “born again” ) voted on three evangelical 
Presidential candidates (Ford, Reagan, Carter) and sent to the White 
House a Sauthera Baptist deacon sad Sunday school teacher in their Bican- 

al year. 

Pollsters discovered that the most understated demographic reality in 
the U.S. was the huge number (34 per cent) of evangelical Protestants, 
making 1976 decidedly “‘the Year of the Evangelical.” 

- Mem in religious bodies stood at 132,287,450; a downward trend 
in church attendance among young people leveled off; black market 
babies went as high as $50,000; world-urbanization produced armies of 

__abandoned children (1.8 million in the U.S. unattended after school and 8 
: Thittion without | a care during daytime hours); 1 million teen runa- 
ways locatedwere but “the tip of the iceberg” in the U.S. which was 
omeree. as the “most religious nation.” 
Tre » 

Pennsylvania’s Supreme Court struck down a 184-year-old state law and 
made adultery no longer a civil offense; medica} researchers patented a 
sperm separation assuring mothers of a male offspring and thus hoping to 
lower the global birth rate; serious crime rose 3 per cent in the U.S.; and 
do-it-yourself abortion was made possible with a gel. 

The majority approved ‘‘Right-To-Die’’ documents: A New 
Jersey court said non-sectarian hospitals could not refuse abortion; more 
— were killed in 1976 than died on Vietnam battlefields in a 

ec: ; 

America’s ‘‘compassionate, Christian” spirit was seen declining as job- 
lessness fostered ‘‘divorce, alcoholism, child abuse, mental illness, 
suicide, and loss of personal pride and dignity,” according to a labor union 
leader. A new firm offered a $650 burial at sea for ecology-minded citizens. 
Kentucky removed references to race on marriage license forms and the 
Department of Agriculture no longer required employees to state their 
religion in visas. 

Denominations 

Ministers served the Church in creative ways, curbed by a 15 per cent 
drop in giving, while reaching out to 80 million unchurched in the U.S. — 20 
million of them embracing fringe religious cults. Clergymen saw a church 
destroyed or damaged by fire every five hours, were grieved by a wide- 
spread theological ignorance, adjusted increasingly to women’s ordina- 
tion, led congregations that were still largely segregated and in one city 
teamed up to sink a geo-thermal well to share the heat. 

The 8,930,581 Lutherans and 48,881,872 Roman Catholics in the U.S. 
moved closer to a “‘common statement” on papal infallibility and 


« Gatholics, gave serious consideration to accepting the 1530 Augsburg Con- 


fession and lifting the 450-year excommunication of Martin Luther. 

United Methodist delegates to the “76 General Conference were praised 
for listening to the grass roots, warned against nation worship, reminded 
that the Rhodesian struggle was a “righteous war,” and introduced to an 
alternate worship order. ° 

Charismatic leaders met to heal a breach. Their champion, David DuP- 
lessis, lauded papal infallibility because, he said, a papal decree fostered 
spiritual renewal in Catholicism. 

The pomp and ceremony of the mid-year 41st Eucharistic Congress in 
Philadelphia drew 400,000 Catholics and was rated by some as the year’s 
number one religious story. 

The National Council of Community Churches made plans to become the 
10th denominational member of the Consultation on Church Union 
(COCU); ‘‘gays’’ were granted increasing acceptance, and the 3.1- 
million-member United Church of Christ reopened merger talks with the 
1.8-million-member Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

32.9 million Baptists witnessed for Christ on every continent, eased 
segregation and remained autonomous. - 

Southern (Presbyterian Church in the U.S.) and the Un- 
ited Presbyterian Church will one day be united, said a UP spokesman to 
the applause of his PCUS brethren. United Presbyterians gave $474 603,596 
the year before, an increase of $32 million, while membership dropped by 
65,565 to 2,665,973. Southern Presbyterians lost 13,017 (1.45 per cent) the 


year earlier. (Continued on page 3) 
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Communicates Little , 


Reports CLC Panel On Morality © 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. eo — The 
most degrading aspect of television is 
the nanos ripe to attack the 
sexuality and violence on TV without 
going to the root of the system — profit 
— is wasting time and effort, a Baptist 
college professor said during a reg- 
ional hearing on TV and morality here. 

Arguing against theories that TV 


exists to communicate and entertain, 


Robert L. Perkins, professor and 

of the University of Alaba- 

*s department of philosophy, told a 

Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 

Christian Life Commission panel, 

‘Precious little is ever communi- 
cated” via television. _ 

“Since so little is presented for'con- 
sumption by rational and cultivated 
minds, one is driven to the conclusion 
that the purpose of TV is not to com- 


“ municate at the rational level,”’ but is 


instead, profit motivated, he cited. 

Perkins was one of several witnes- 
ses and respondents at the hearing, the 
second in a series of four regional 
hearings being sponsored across coun- 
try by the Christian Life Commission. 
The first was in Dallas. The next two 
will be in Richmond, Jan. 11, and San 
Francisco in early February. 

Persons testifying cited violence, 
seyual exploitation, screen murders, 
drug abuse, and other forms of im- 
morality they said is depicted on tele- 
vision. One witness decried influence 
of TV on children; while others 
suggested ways the public could help 
to influence better programming. 

One witness, Jack Brymer, man- 
aging editor of the Alabama 
news publication of the Alabama Bap- 
tist State Convention, suggested that 
criticism aimed at television often is 
not supported by the facts. 

“Society, not TV, determines the 
cultural level of television,” 
testified, and noted that the television 
industry is-a business supplying the 
public’s demands. 

“There are those who claim televi- 
sion has invaded our living rooms with 


too much violence and immorality,” _ 


he continued, ‘‘but man is violent, 
especially western man, and he enjoys 
it.” 


Brymer cited the violence of sports 
and cartoons on television and that 
‘‘Shakespeare’s tragedies are bathed 
in blood. He used it as we do today to 


Language Of ‘Love Translated 
Here—One Up On Berlitz 


By Celeste Loucks 


L * the 600-foot vessel. 
OLYMPIA, Wash. — Fern Powers 


‘‘We went aboard to see a ship made 


operates a full-fledged harbor minis- 
try from her Olympia, Wash., living 


room. 

With a Berlitz dictionary, a parallel 

Bible, or no words at all, she and sev- 

_ eral other members of First Baptist 
Church of Lacey, Wash., articulate 
love that cuts through cultural mores 
and penetrates Eastern theology and 
Iron Curtain athiesm. 

They have made contact with more 
than 1,000 seamen: many have re- 
turned to port every two or three 

» months. Many of the men have, as one 
Chinese sailor said, ‘‘Made the march 
for the Christ.”’ 

It is not unusual to see a Japanese 
man curled up on Mrs. Powers’ couch, 
watching television; a group of 
Chinese seamen playing games in her 
living room; or South Koreans taking 
turns riding on the Powers’ palomino. 

While they are in port, her home is 
their home. 

“} think,”’ says Harold Hitt, South- 
ern Baptist general language missio- 
nary for the Northwest Baptist Con- 
vention, ‘‘this ministry has the poten- 
tial of being the greatest tool for 
evangelizing the world that we have. 

“The seamen are coming from all 
over the world. They are going all over 
the world. If we could reach enough of 
them with the gospel, we could have 
several thousand free missionaries."’ 

He admitted. there are difficulties 
with language and cross-cultural con- 
fusions. However, most of the seamen 
are young. Almost all are lonely. 

“They are looking for some Tos 
friendship.and companionship. 

can find it somewhere-elée beside the 
local bar or redlight district, they will 
come,” Hitt added. 

Trying to express the reason for 
Mrs. Powers’ success with the work, 
he said, “Jt comes down to love, The 
people of Ol have love running 
out their ears . ’. It melts down those 
barriers, time after time.” 

Mrs. Powers works full-time as an 
assistant aecountant for the county. 


t 


interested 
ministry in 1971, when the Kenryu 


Maru, the ‘world’s largest logging 


ship" docked in Port Olympia. 

Mrs. Powers took her youngest 
daughter, Kelly, and fellow church 
member, Carole Rodgers, {or a tour of 


rested in the seamen he. 


by men,” Fern recalls. ‘Instead, we 
saw men, made by God, in need of the 
story of Christ.”’ 

Her early attempts to invite 


Japanese sailors into her home were * 


met with blank looks, and the resound- 
ing answer: ‘‘No speakee English. No 
speakee English.”’ 

Undaunted, ‘she returned several 
times, until finally locating a trans- 
lator. The first meeting with the sea- 
men bordered on a fiasco. 

Miss Rodgers recalls that they ‘‘sat 
in a circle — and smiled. Everybody 
was nervoos."’ The next attempt was 
more successful, she adds: ‘‘We 


played records, drank tea and looked 
at maps until midnight.” 

One of the most compelling — and 
difficult — ministries is to Russian 
seamen. : 

“We pray the Iron Curtain will be 
lifted,”” Mrs. Powers said. ‘‘And it is 
lifted — to the degree that we have 
them right here.”’ But, she laments, 
for the most part, Christians aren’t 
taking advantage of the opportunity. 

Her early encounters with stern 
Russian political officers have led her 
to work slowly, carefully, for fear of 
losing the work altogether. 

Once, when her dining room was 


(Continued on page 2) 


_ Fern Powers, with hand on chin, explains to friends the set up of the clothes closet operated by the 


seamen’s ministry. (Photo by Everett Hullum.) 


Thief Failed To Get Monay, 7 
But He Might WIN After All 


NEOSHO, Mo. (BP) — Southern Baptist minister Jotin Wallen was al- 
most glad when a pick-pocket lifted some items from his left coat pocket 


here. 


sp adecng teas 


Wallen, pastor of the Lanagon (Mo. ) Baptist Mission, was standing at a 
busy corner waiting for traffic to clear, when the stranger with a coat 
pg obec d that mead by and disappeared 
The pastor y checked his wattet ; he still had it; but something... 
was missing is oO pocket Ryoho a niet 
“Slight anger gave way to humor, then prayer,” Wallen said. 
The pickpocket, he said, faced a ‘‘momentous decision.” 


Instead of money, the thief had stolen a handful of WIN (Witness in- 
volvement Now) tracts on “how to Have a Full and Meaningful Life.”’ 


illustrate conflict heighten tension 
and show the consequences of thought 


Perkins and othier witnesses blasted 
television's so-called profit motive and 
distorting of a realistic view of héal- 
thy living,” as another witness said. 
This steady diet is having the effect 
of lowering our cultural level to 
Mass-produced mediocrity,”’ said 
Mrs. Catherine Allen of Birmingham. 
Mrs. Allen, assistant to the execu- 
tive director of Southern Baptist Wo- 
man’s Missionary Union (WMU) and 
director of public relations, questioned 


Head Of New MBCB Department 


the mora) and ethical fiber of those 
who write, edit, produce and fund tele- 
vision. 

She further charged that television 
is totally lacking in a balanced presen- 
tation of the pleasant realities of life. 

“Although I’m a media person with 
a thorough appreciation of the crea- 
tive power of television and with ap- 
preciation for the economic value of 
advertising, I feel that I can best keep 
a small candle burning for moral civil- 
ization by not owning a television set,”’ 
she concluded. 

Perkins likewise charged that tele- 


vision is not dedicated to the weighing 
of values ‘anymore than it is to the 
discussion of issues. 

“A couple of hours of decent, but 
frequently unrevealing, programming 
each week of interviews, such as ‘Meet™ 
the Press,’ does not justify TV’s exis- 
tence,” he noted. 

“There’s just one thing wrong with 
the suggestion that TV’s purpose is en- 
tertainment,’’ Perkins continued. 
“Are we to assuthe the labor, invest- 
ment, the endless search for talent, 
new ideas, afresh concept is all just for 

(Continued on page 2) 


Is Leon Emery, A Generalist 


by Tim Nicholas 

“Indenominational work, you either 
havetobe a generalist or a specialist,” 
says Leon Emery of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention Board, ‘‘and I’m a 
generalist.” 

Emery, head of the newly created 
department of Church Administration 
- Pastoral Ministries for the MBCB, 
provides resources, conferences and 
plans retreats and workshops for all 
church workers not covered by other 
board departments such as Sunday 
school workers or Woman’s Missio- 
tary Union. 

He relates to all the others, from the 
— to the church secretary to the 


Authorized last July by the board’s 
executive committee, the department 
which became operational January, is 
the third level on which Emery has 
functioned since he was first given 
churcFadministration responsibilities 
“tn 1968. 


“From 1968-74 church administra-_ 
tion was in the missions department,”’ © 


bt says. ‘Then, when the board was 
rganized, 1 was made a consultant 
i rch administration.”’ 

Now, as a department director, 
Emery will still be doing substantially 
_ the same things he has done all along, 

but with two new responsibilities: giv- 

ing staff relationship assistance in 
kindergarten and day care work. 
Chester Vaughn, MBCB program 
director, explains the justification of 
departmental status for the work. 

“This is a growing area. The denomi- 

nation is attempting to provide more 

support for pastors, staff workers. And 
there's a very definite upsurge of in- 
terest in the work of deacons.”” 


Gambling, Ethnic 
Responsibility Are 
Workshop Subjects 


Gambling-issues and facing ethnic 
responsibility will be the dual refrains 
of the Human Relations Workshops 
announced for 
January, according 
to J. Clark Hensley, 
executive director 
of the Christian Ac- 
tion Commission. 
Rodney Webb, 4s- 
sociate in the 
Cooperative Mis- 
sions ment, 


will be meeting with Associational, 
ttees and persons 

black-white relationships while 

Hensley and Strickland will be meet-* 

ing with Christian Action Committees 


cerns. Pastors, staff members, church 

f council members, associational 
committee members are especially 
UrBed to attend.”* ; 


Earl Kelly, executive secretary tre- 
asurer of the MBCB, agrees. ‘‘My con- 
cept of all of our work here is that since 
the basic unit is the church, everything 
we do has as its target the church and 
church leadership.” 

Kelly reports the need for more help 
in church administration was re- 
flected in the pastor dialogues con- 
ducted by the MBCB staff. ‘We'd like 
to be able to say our ministries are 
developed because the need was ex- 
pressed at the grass roots level.’’ 


Emery’s work is not to be confused 
with the Church - Minister Relations 
Department of the MBCB. Directed by 
Clifford Perkins, this department pro- 
vides information and counsel for 
strengthening church-minister rela- 
tions and offers liaison between 
church seeking staff persons and indi- 


viduals seeking ministerial jobs. 


“My number one priority is the pas- 
tor,”” says Emery who has nine years 
pastoral experience in North Carolina 
and Mississippi churches. ‘I’m here to 
equip the equippers.” 

“Right behind the pastor and run- 
ning a close second is the deacon. 
There’s no question this is the fastest 
growing part of my work.” 

He gets calls daily from churches 
wanting help or information on the 
deacon in family ministry, the CARE 
revival, the role of the deacon.” 

Besides the pastor and deacon, 
Emery relates to other church staff 
members, church officers, church 
council members, ushers, commit- 
tees, youth and adults in vocation gui- 
dance, kindergarten and day care 
workers, and summer youth workers. 

That’s what Emery means about 
being a generalist. He cannot know all 
about the individual work of all these 
groups, but he can provide resources 
and he does know about staff relation- 
ships. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Seminary Student Lives, 
Ministers In “Fat City” 


A man plods up the stairs and after a 
rustling of keys the gray door swings 
open and then slams shut behind the 
stooped figure. The sun has gone down 
and the somber gray walls are lit only 
by the tangerine haze of the security 
lights. Another day has passed in the 
life of the metropolis apartment dwel- 
ler. 

Don Rahaim, a graduate of New Or- 
leans Seminary sees this scene re- 
peated day after day in his ‘‘parish”’ a 
group of swank apartment buildings in 
the burgeoning New Orleans suburb 
named ‘‘Fat City.” mission in 
these upper class buildings is a pilot 
project of the Home Mission Board in 
which a trained minister lives and re- 
lates with the inhabitants of big city 
apartment complexes. 

“It’s like a prison,’ says Rahaim, 
“the biggest problem is that these 
people get home from work and lock 
themselves into their apartments, and 
lock themselves out from anybody 
else. They don’t want to know anyone, 
they are extremely suspicious of 
everyone; they believe everyone is out 
to rip them off. It’s sad, because many 
of them have hurts that could be done 
away with probably if they would just 
open up to other people.” ‘ 

The stocky, amiable Rahaim is try- 
ing to find ways to effectively minister 
to the singles in the complex. ‘‘I'm hop- 
ing that they (singles) will really get 
activated, really get on fire for the 
Lord, and then go back to their apart- 
ment areas and reach out to others. We 
try to godoor to door and tell the people 
that there will be a Bible study on Fri- 
day night in the recreation room, 
people say that they will come, they 
will tell you anything, even that, they 
are crazy, just to get yoll to go away,. 
observes Rahaim. 

According to Rahaim the manage- 


* ment of the apartments were at first 


skeptical of any good that could come 
of the unique ministry offered by the 
Home Mission Board in cooperation 
with the First Baptist Church of Ken- 
ner, a New Orleans church. 


was about one of the little girls in the 
complex planning to run away that 


r 


night. My friend was able to locate the 


girl while | was working with the other - 


nN 


young people and invited her to come 
and join us."’ The girl came and after 
the fellowship and Bible study Rahaim 
took her back to her apartment only to 
find that she was being cared for by a 
court appointed guardian (who was 
not there) and only the guardian's 
grandfather was there. ‘‘He was very 
drunk,"’ recalls Rahaim, ‘‘and we 
were very hesitant to leave her."’ The 
guardian as it turned out was being 
paid a bab} sitter’s wage to watch 
after the girl and the guardian was 
using her to keep house behind the 
guardian's children, -‘‘a regular slave 
situation,’ Rahaim says. 

Soon after that night, the manager 
called Rahaim and told him that some- 
thing would have to be done about the 
little girl. He talked to the guardian 
who was at the point that sheagreed to 


(Continued on page 2) 


8,000 Attend 


Seminaries 


NASHVILLE (BP) — Record en- 
rollments at Southern Baptists’ six 
theological seminaries came to more 
than 8,000 students this fall, according 
to updated reports. 

The combined totals include degree 
and non-degree programs at the 
seminaries. 


Earlier reports had indicated the 
combined fall 1974 enrollment to be 
over 7,000. Enrollment for fall 1975-76 
at the seminaries was just over 7,000, a 
record last year, and the 1974-75 fall 
total was about 6,000. 

While combined totals for all prog- @ 
rams — degree and non-degree — 
brought the six seminaries’ overall en- 
rollment to over 8,000, the Association 
of Theological Schools (ATS), re- 
ceived a combined 7,672 total fall en- 
rollment figure of students enrolled in 


P programs, as 
oe ae x serv . 
' 


represents 

fall 1975, an ATS spokesman told Bap- 
tist Press. The seminaries showed the 
largest increase of any denomina- 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Language Of Love 


then, she has been careful not to 
offend the men. 


man-made, but assured, “‘God made 
water.” The comment provoked a 


Another time, a seaman demanded, 
“What is your program?” Mrs. Pow- 
ers answered, ‘‘Love..’ 

“Free love,” pressed the sailor. ~ 

“‘No,” she replied. ‘God love.” 

Communications with the Russians, 
and others who do not speak English 
fluently, is an exercise in patience and 
persistence. Thumbing through a gray 
Russian - English dictionary, Fern 
points to words and the seamen read 
the Russian definitions. 

When she attempted to invite a 
group of Russians for a trip to snowy 
Mt. Rainier, her simple invitation was 
implemented by hand motions, hand 
scrawled maps and continual refer- 
ences to i a 

In a few days, the trip to Mt. Rainier 
materialized. Members of FBC, 
Lacey, brought cars loaded with food; 
turkey, dressing, pies, fresh bread, 
salad and cake. They picked up the 
Russians and drove to the craggy 


After the meal, the group trekked 
out the sn@wy mountainside where 
several young people were laughing, 
hollering and sliding down the hill on 
inner tubes and large plastic sheets. 

Pulling a trash can liner up around 
her feet, Miss Rodgers rolled down the 
mountain. Kelly, Mrs. Powers daugh- 
ter, and two Russian men followed 
close behind. F 

Then, Mrs. Powers, in an inner tube, 
skidded down the bank and landed 
head-first in a spray of snow. 

After each had given the mountain 
at least one slide, the men turned to 


-T.V. Communicates 


A few weeks A 
ship returned to port, the political of- 
ficer-and a half-dozen seamen visited 


t on Mrs. Powers’ small farm. The polit- 


ical officer — a tall, graying man — 
also requested a tour of town, includ- 
ing the railroad station. Mrs. Powers 
also took him by the church, but 
couldn't take him in. The door was 
locked 


When they got back to the car, the 
political officer told her, ‘I don’t go to 
church.” 

Mrs. Powers responded, ‘I khow, 
because you’re a seaman and you 
don’t have time.”’ 

“‘No,”’ he said, as if owing an expla- 
nation. ‘I’m a Communist.” 

After dinner, on the way back to the 
ship, the political officer told Mrs. 
Powers he didn’t think she could be a 
Communist. ‘You go to church,” he 
told her. 

He gave Kelly a doll, and when they 
arrived at the port, he got out of the 
car, told them goodbye and turned to- 
ward the ship. He hesitated, then came 
back. 

“I love you,” he said. 

Mrs. Powers’ living room is filled 
with memorabilia, from the Philip- 
pines to Vladivostok; and the 
memories of sometimes humorous 
and sometimes exciting experiences 
with the seamen. . 

One confusion over language and 
customs occurted when Mrs. Powers 
invited three. Bhuddists — David, Al- 
bert and Alex — to church on Sunday 
evening, and afterward to her home 
for dinner. ; 

The three could not understand 
much of the service, and it lasted 
longer than Mrs. Powers had pre- 
dicted. And, to her surprise, it con- 
cluded with a Lord’s Supper obser- 
vance. 

Solemnly the deacons passed the 
sacraments. Looking hungrily at the 
meager fare of grape juice and crac- 
kers, which he thought was the long - 


Little, Says CLC 


(Continued from page 1) 
our entertainment? What nonsense. 


“The principle purpose for TV is 
profit,” Perkins said, including 


“Since the whole plot hangs on ‘pro- 
fits, which in turn are dependent on 
ratings, he said, “‘anything that keeps 
up a rating is approved. “Cynical as 
that may appear, the combination of 
bad taste and desire for profit are the 
sources of the beastial sexuality and 
violence so much in evidence on TV,” 
“he added. 

Perkins suggested two fundamental 
points of attack to make ‘‘great 
changes” in the television industry — 
the rating and financial systems. 

And he made three recommenda- 
tions to the panel: 1. That the regulat- 
ory agency license any and all respon- 
sible groups so that more competition 
can exist in the television industry; 2. 
That the rating system of the i 
be changed from a “‘profit only”’ basis ; 
3. That the advertising budgets be 
taxed at 100 percent and the funds be 
used to fund the new rating agency and 
for use by educational TV. 

Mrs. Louise Potts of Mon 2 
another witness, decried the influence 
of television on young children: 

‘When a child witnesses a dozen or 
more screen murders in an afternoon 
and evening in his own home, day after 
day for years, he can’t hold human life 


Leon Emery Is 
A Generalist 


(Continued from page 1) 


To help him With providing re- 
sources, Emery has gathered a large 
group of people in the state able to plan 
and carry out conferences and re- 
treats. Sixteen are general church 
administration specialists, “‘all on call 
through my office,"’ he says. And he 
has 73 approved workers with special 

in deacon training, basic 
administration, training church 
clerks, and in kindergarten - day care 


“We build conferences based on the 
needs of individual groups requesting 
help,” he says. ‘I could put one con- 
ference on tape for everybody, but that 
doesn’t help the people all of whom 
have individual needs.” 


(ee eee ee ee *-* 


e In 5,000 


Issue Is On 
‘ The Feb. 3 issue of the Baptist Record celebrates an event that occurs only 
once every 5,000 issues: its centennial. : ‘ 


as sacred; nor can he regard the 


traged: 
Mrs. Potts, ist in 
a special y 


sion viewing. She noted that pre- 
schoolers “act out what they see on 
television and that horror stories 
evoke bad dreams and continuing 
feore):..7 
“ She cited other effects, such as “give 
away’ programs, which lead 
to think life “consists of 
John Jeffers, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Auburn, Ala., said the ulti- 
mate responsibility for television 
programming rests at both ends, with 
the industry and the public. 
Mrs. Charles L. Martin Jr., of 


writing postcards, as a legitimate 
method of attempting to influence 


said he was to government 
censorship and/or-control of prog- 
ramming 


Reports New Churches 


INDIANAPOLIS (BP) — The seven 


* 


Translated Here 


ing. 

_. When Mrs. Png 

. significance, Albert ed at 
his earlier reactions. “Have I offended 
your God?” he asked 


a God of Love.” 


Albert responded: “Then I want to 


' bé-a Christian.” » : 
Albert was the first convert. He 
started a Bible study and 
wrote letters Progress. 
“We kind of adopted those boys,” says 
When the Southern Baptist Conven- 


tion met in Portland in 1972, Mrs. Pow- 
ers and Miss .Rodgers buttenholed 
every Baptist who lived in a port city, 
trying to interest them. in starting a 
similar work. 

“They are.totally sold on this as 
their way to minister for the Lord,” 
said Hitt. ‘‘It is unbelievable, their 
consistency — unbelievable they. ha- 
ven’t gotten tired of it. Unbelievable, 
just the sheer energy they’ve had.” 

And, Hitt commented of the women 
who are featured in American Mon- 
tage, the latest of the photo-text books 


by the Southern Baptist Home Mission © 


Board, ‘In terms of dollars and cents 
investment, the northwest convention 
pert had a_month toward the 12 
tanks of gasoline expanded . . . It's 
en eae ree 
ov ce ss 


Adapted with permission from 
AMERICAN MONTAGE, The Human 
Touch in Language Missions, 
Copyright c1976, by the Home Mission 
Board, Southern Baptist Convention. 
Written by Celeste Loucks, and photo- 
graphed by Everett Hullum, both of 
the HOME MISSIONS magazine staff. 


provide the program thr 
Board’s Church Extension 


ary and providing him with some of the 
costs of the apartment in which he 
lives. 

‘‘A Christian couple could probably 
do the work better than a single per- 
son, especially @ male. Most people 
will let their kids go anywhere with a 
woman, but when a man takes an in- 
terest, all kinds of suspicions arise. . .”” 


dows as the inmates of another upper 
class apartment complex slip between 
the sheets for another night of induced 
sleep. 


FMB SetsTwo — . 


RICHMOND (BP) —,Missionary 


cord levels-during the December 


meeting of the board here. 

The appointment of 18 missionaries 
brought the total appointments for the 
year to 268, an all-time high. The ap 
propriation of $515,423 for world relief 
raises the total appropriations durig 
1976 to $1,571,396, the highest si 
emergency relief: efforts follo 
Ww War J. { me 

In other actiqn, the board, appfop- 
riated $66,670 for special evangelistic 
projects in Zambia, and approved the 
transfer of missionary couples to two 
countries where Southern Baptists 
have not had mission work. 


year. During 1975, 265 missionaries 
appointments topped the previous re- 
cord of 261 set in 1969. The 1976 total 
includes 138 career missionaries, 32 
missionary associates, 94 missionary 
journeymen, and four special project 
workers. Ten of the appointments 
were reappointments. 

Of December’s relief appropria- 
tions, $217,000 is for reconstruction ef- 
forts in Guatemala, $100,000 for a 
famine prevention project in Ethopia, 
$47,000 for a two-year nutrition re- 
habilitation project in Bangalore, In- 


* dia, $35,000 for reconstruction efforts 


following Italy’s earthquake, $25,597 to 
assist evacuees in Guadeloupe, and 
$25,200 for a famine relief project in 
Kenya. Smaller relief i 
went to Turkey, Israel, India, P: 
al, Honduras, Philippines. and Tag- 
zania for special relief projects. 
Relief receipts in 1976 and funds on 
hand at the beginning of the year for 
= appropriation total about $2 


Baker J. Cauthen, the board’s 
executive director, reported that 
about $300,000 remains available for 


The new tions formed 
m 1976 now bring total in those sever 
f states to 1,869 churches and 23g 
3 church-type missions 


et 


il 
; 
| 


Records In 1976 | 


minister any other mission money.”” 

The board approved the temporary 
reassignment of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
L. Cullen of the Thailand Mission to Sri 
Lanka, a large island off the south- 
eastern coast of India. The Cullens will 
assist the Baptist Union of that country 
in their program of church 
ment and trai for six months, be- 
ginning Jan. 1. an evaluation of 
this period of service, the board will 
consider permanent transfer of the 
Cullens to Sri Lanka. 

“The board also appropriated $26,675 
to help three missionary couples re- 
- place losses of personal property due 
to the war in Angola. 


Black Churches 
Multiply In SBC 


t 

ATLANTA (BP) — The number of 
predominantly black Baptist churches 
affiliated with Southern Baptists has 
jumped 76 percent in the past three 


years. : 
Arecent survey conducted by Home 
Missions , published by the 
Southern Home Mission Board 


f 
| 


i 


te 
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(RNS) — The 
Catholic archdiocese here ‘has 
cautioned against the purchase of a 
so-called miraculous cross — The 
Cross of the itor — and pointed 
out that an investigation of the Jenkin- 
town, Pa., supplier has been launched.. 


Cleveland (RNS) — The Roman 


ceptance”’ toward divorced Catholics, 
announced that he had appointed a 
Vicar for Divorced Catholics to head a 
special pastoral outreach to divorced 
people living a single life. 


Moscow (RNS) — The All-Union 
Council of Evangelical Christians- 
Baptists has been given government 
permission to receive 20,000 hymnals 
in Russian. The project was arranged 
by the United Bible , with fi- 
nancial support for the books and their 
transport costs from the European 
Baptist Federation, the Federation 
reports. 


Jackson, Tenn. (RNS) — Despite 


to alienated. and inactive Catholics, 
drawing about 2,000 persons to the 
civic center here for a special service 
that included general absolution. 


Belfast (RNS) — Provisional Irish 


" Republican Army (IRA) terrorists 
launched a pre-Christmas campaign 


a 
of violence in Northern Ireland, blow- 
ing up a hotel, a factory, and several 
stores in Belfast and killing at least 
one man, a polio victim. 


The annual meeting of the Missis- 
sippi Baptist Foundation 


Trustees paid tribute to.Carey Cox, 
who retired Dec. 31 as executive 


Checks were for worthy causes during the annual meeting of the Mississippi 


World Of Religion 


Cox Honored By 


ra ; 


— 


television should “‘be required to ob- 
serve a family hour in the evening dur- 
ing which programs with sex violence 
and obscenity would not bé shown.” 


Pietermaritzburg, South Africa 
(RNS) — the Conference of the 
‘Methodist Church of South Africa 


" (MCSA) has taken several steps to 


demonstrate its opposition to the gov- 
ernment’s policy of apartheid (sepa- 
rate racial development). Delegates 
began a process to replace circuit 
boundaries defined by race with those 
based on geography, set common 
minimum clergy salary scales, ap- 
pointed a black minister to the staff of 


a white congregation and an Indian to - 


serve a Coloured (imixed-race) con- 
gregation, and held a multiracial ordi- 
nation service attended by about 2,000 
people. : 


Boston (RNS) — The Massachusetts 
Supreme Court unanimously over- 
turned the conviction of Dr. Kenneth 
Edelin for ghter in connention 
with the death of a 24-week-old fetus 
during a legal abortion in 1973. 


XS 

Greenville, S. C. (RNS) —= Dr. Bob 
Jones III, president of Bob Jones Uni- 
versity, has urged Christians to pro- 
test General Motors’ financing of a 
television series on the life of Jesus 
which he considers to be blasphemous. 
The six-part series, ‘‘The Life of 
Christ,” was directed by Franco Zef- 
firelli. It is.a joint venture of NBC-TV 
in the U.S., ITV in England, and 
RAI-TV in Italy. Most of the financing 
came from General Motors. ; 


Vatican City (RNS) — Pope Paul, in. 


a meeting with the new Tunisian Am- 
bassador to the Holy See, reaffirmed 
the Vatican’s commitment to peace in 
the Middle East and to a “peaceful 
Solution to the question of Jerusalem.” 


Portsmouth, Va. (EP)— The Christ- 
ian Broadcasting Network has or- 
dered a satellite earth station which 
will give it the capability to broadcast 
simultaneously across the United 
States and around the globe. 


Foundation 


Baptist Foundation Board of Trustees. In the photo at left Earl Kelly, executive 


‘of the Mississippi 


Baptist Convention Board, receives a 


* 
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' FORT WORTH (BP) — A pew 
¢hair of instruction that underscores 


eal experience in the for 

Ministry, has been tentatively estab™ 

ished at Southwestern Baptist 
ical ; , : 


| Seminary . 

_. The George W. Truett Chair of 

- ministry was approved during a re- 
cent meeting of the seminary’s board 
of trustees’ executive committée. The 
chair, ultimately to be endowed with a 
minim®m of $750,000, received its ini- 
tial challenge grant of $150,000 from A. 
Webb Roberts, a layman from Dallas 
who has been instrumental in the 
chair’s formation. His grant is contin- 
gent on the funding of the additional 
)500,000. i 

Additional funding for the chair is 
expected to come from d ted 
funds received in the seminary)s Dal- 
las division of its “Eight by Eighty” 
campaign, which seeks to raise $8 mill- 
ion by 1980 for capital improvements 
and endowment needs for the Fort 
Worth seminary. 

The major objective of the chair will 
be to involve students in the actual 
practice of ministry according to 
Huber Drumwright, dean of the School 
of Theology: 

. - The chair is named in honor of the 
first pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Dallas. Truett,-who served the 
church from 1897-to 1944, was also a 


founding member of the Southwestern Africa 


Seminary board of trustees for 38 
years. During 13 of those years Truett 
served as chairman of the board of 
trustees. 
It is expected that students working 
under the George W. Truett professor 
’ will experience ministry opportunities 
th rough special summer outreach 
projects and other. programs de- 
veloped through Baptist state conven- 
tions and associations. 


Baptists Plan 
MHP Ministries 


With the knowledge that several 
Mississippi counties have from seven 
to ten percent of their populations liv- 
ing.in mobile homes, Foy Rogers, di- 
rector of the convention board’s Coop- 
erative Missions Department, called 
interested persons together for a two 
day session of discussing ministry de- 
velopment to these persons. 

The 20 men gathered from around 
the state, made suggestions as to how 
to go about beginning ministries to 


.. persons-in mobile;home parks. 


Participants were especially in- 
terested in establishing: some sort of 
Bible studies within the parks them- 
selves by a nearby Baptist church, 
rather than as an associational pro- 
ject. 


They discussed developing a recrea- 
tional or Bible school approach using 
either a church bus or ‘‘funwagon”’ as 
mobile headquarters. 


Funwagons are mobile recreational 
vehicles with sports equipment, 
games, and pe! a basketball goal 
attached with a puppet theatre stage. 


We must be careful to maintain good 
relations with management,” said 
Rogers to the group. ‘‘And we must be 
careful we don’t classify all persons in 
mobile home parks the same.”’ 


ry 


F. -minary Approves Special 
George W. ‘Truett Chair . . 


Pan African 


By Orville Boyd Jenkins 
NAIROBI, Kenya (BP)—‘“‘We are 


700 African delegates and several 
hundred observers at the Pan African 
Christian Leadership Assembly 
(PACLA) here. Cassidy, program di- 
rector for PACLA, challenged par- 
ticipants to work to achieve a of 
the unity of all Christians and work 
toward practical attitudes and expres- 
_ of the oneness of the Christian 

“All Christian believers have al- 


ing is the first meeting of such a varied 
range of Christian leaders from all 
over the African continent and 
Madagascar. Reports indicate rep- 
resentatiyes from every Christian de- 
nomindation in Africa are taking part in 
the assembly. Among the delegates 
are both Southern Baptist mis- 
sionaries and leaders of most Baptist 
conventions of Africa. 

Cassidy called participants ‘‘the 
fundamental, the sacramental and the 
sentimental’’ people of all different 
nationalities, gathered together to 
enter into relationship beyond im- 
mediate differences. 


y 
theological traditions and religious 
background. But the Christian 
churches should also earnestly seek, 
as the first group of Christ’s disciples 
to grow in their understanding of what 


me 


3 : : f z i 
&: 
“Big Cat” Is Southern Baptist ! 
Clarence Wifliams is known to Green Bay Packer football fans as “Big Cat.” call on-friends and supporters of the . 


He is knewn to members of Highland Crest 
as a faithful member, worker with Royal 


Church in Green Bay, Wisc., 
, and sometime usher. 


Thursda , January 6, 1977 >: 


Mississippi College has officially 
opened its ‘““Breakthrough’|,$5 million 
capital funds campaign drive. 

According to H. Henry Hederman, 
associate manager of Hederman 
Brothers, and J. Herman Hines, 
chairman of the board and chief 


executive officer of Deposit Guaranty - 


Bank, campaign co-chairmen, a cam-_ 
paign office at 434 E. Capitol Street in 
Jackson will serve as the hub for cam- 
paign activity. A 

They said it will be staffed with 
necessary personnel to assist division 
chairmen and other workers as they 
college during the first three months of 


1977. This will be the period of major 
coricentration. in the Jackson area. 


Williams, for seven years a member of theSouthern Baptist-affiliated church, Emphasis will switch to other areas of 
takes part in the lay ministry to prisoners in the nearby maximum security the state-throughout the remainder of 
prison. (HMB Photo by Knolan Benfield) 


1977. 


Assembly Stanley To Direct 
Draws Baptist Leaders FMB News Services 


unshakable. But he emphasized that in 
spite of different views on many mat- 
ters, PACLA Delegates must be ‘‘ma- 
ture enough to in love.” 

Also comme the need for 
Christian unity in Africa, Festo 
Kivengere, bishop of the Church of 
Uganda, said, “Unity of the spirit does 
not mean tyrannizing uniformity. . - 
The unity of Jesus Christ is a liberat- 
ing unity, (therefore) diversity is no 
longer a threat.” . 

God has created humans ina variety 
of colors by design, he said, just as he 
put varieties of color and design in the 
rest of creation. The unity of the 


of Christ; who is. the image of God. 


The bishop, who for 30 years has 


been the spokesman for the East Afri- 
can Revival Movement, told the dele- 
gutes that growth movement 


implies 
and change, The real Christian, he ° 


said, must léarn to deal with the insec- 
urity of new situations, learning to re- 


ship Assembly was scheduled to con- 
tinue through Dec. 20, Work and 
prayer groups will lead to the de- 
of and strategies 
for the full evangelization of Africa by 
the end of this century. 
(Jenkins is a Southern Baptist mis- 
sionary stationed in Nairobi, Kenya.) 


Jayess Calls 
Michael Mitchell 


Jayess Church, Lawrence County, 
has called Michael Mit¢hell as pastor. 
Mitchell, a native of Fort Payne, Ala., 
received the A.B. degree from Sam- 
ford University in Birmingham, and 
the Master of Divinity degree from 


Mitchell is married-to the former 
Sharon Thomas of Fort Payne. They 
have one son, Joey. 


RICHMOND (BP) — Robert L. Stan- 

, former missionary, former jour- 
nalism teacher, and newspaper repor- 
ter and editor, has been elected direc- 
tor of the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board’s news and information 
Services. : 

He will also: serve as chief of the 
Richmond Bureau of Baptist Press, 
news Service of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Richard M. Styles, public 
rdations consultant, has been acting 
bureau chief. Charlie Warren will con- 


Service in the Philippines in August, 
19% after 10 years. 

In the newly-created position as di- 
rector of news and information ser- 
vices, Stanley will be responsible for 


wife Nora were stationed in Manila. 
He worked at the Baptist Publication 


__ A native of Denton, Stanley was 
graduated from North Texas State 
University with the bachelor of arts 
degree and from the ‘school of jour- 
nalism at Northwestern University, 
Evanston, Ill., with the master of sci- 
ence in journalism degree. 


Discussing Bold Mission Thrust 


materials and other church literature. 


He was also journalism secretary and_ 
tive for the Philippine 


press 

Baptist Mission (organization of 

Seuthern Baptist missionaries). 
Stanley had assisted with evangelis- 


“ 
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bs MC Opens $5 Million 
Capital Funds Drive 


The effort seeks to raise $2.5 million 
for support of faculty and instructional 
programs, $2 million for support of the 
School of Law in preparing it for ac- 
creditation by the American Bar As- 
sociation, and $500,000 to finance a new 
residence hall for women. 


Mississippians 


‘To Participate 


In India Mission 


Four Mississippians will leave New 
York with a group of twenty pastors 
and laymen-on January 6, to partici- 


pate in a three week evangelistic and - 


teaching ministry in India. They are 
John Hilbun, pastor of McDowell Road 
Church, Jackson; Hugh Martin, pas- 
tor of Emmanuel, Greenville; Leo 
Moore, a layman from McDowell 
Road, Jackson; and Howard Taylor, 
pastor of Calvary, Greenville. Direc- 
tor of the group is Evangelist Ben Ro- 
gers, Longview, Texas. 

Meetings will be conducted under 
the auspices of Universal Concern 
Foundation, an organization. founded 
by Owen Cooper, Yazoo City, former 
president of the Southegn Baptist Con- 
vention, to support and extend the 
work of Baptists in India. 

The men will work in five large cities 
of India - Bombay, Calcutta, Gauhati, 
Nellore and Chandigarh. They will 
also attend the annual Convention of 
the Bengali Baptist Union and will re- 
turn to the U.S. on January 28. 


8,000. . . 


(Continued from page 1) 
tional body, even with 81 percent of 199 
accredited seminaries in the United 
States reporting increased enroll- 
ments, he noted. 

Southern Baptists this fall ac- 
counted for about 17 percent of enroll- 
ment from U. S. seminaries reporting 
to ATS. Total fall enrollment at the 199 
reporting seminaries, the ATS 
spokesman said, was 43,467. 


tie work throughout Rizal Province 
and he and his wife attended a small 
chapel in Muntinlupa where they as- 


sisted with various church programs. 

When the Stanleys were appointed 
by the Foreign Mission Board in 1966, 
he was a student at Southwestern Bap- 
tist Theological’Seminary in Fort 
Worth and news director for the semi- 


Stanley previously taught jour- 
at North Texas State Univer- 
sity, Denton, for five years and worked 
for the Dallas Times Herald for more 
than seven years as repotter and as- 
sistant city editor. He was a public in- 
formation worker in the U. S. Navy for 
More than a year. 


* 


- : 
Emmanuel McCall (center), direc- 
tor of Cooperative Ministries with Na- 
tional Baptists for the Home Mission 
Board, discusses Bold Mission Thrust 
goals with Chester Vaughn left, prog- 
ram director, and Dick Brogan, direc- 
tor of Cooperative Ministries with Na- 
tional Baptists both for the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention Board. 

Southern Baptists’ emphasis plan 
for 1977, ‘‘Let the Church Reaeh Out,”’ 
calls for boldness reminiscent of the 


~ outreach ministry of the early disci- 


ples. 
The object of every Southern Baptist 
for this emphasis is to present the gos- 


pel in every county and state in. 


America arid every nation in the world 
through a bold mission effort. , 
The five approaches Bap- 
tists will use are witnessing to persons, 
reaching homes through Bible teach- 
ing, starting new congregations, en- 
gaging in mission action, and tangible 
expressions of world-wide mission 
concern. ~ 


1976 Was The Year Of The Evangelical On Planet Earth 


¢ 


erywhere 
_Harold Lindsell’s book by that title appeared 
: angelicals 


(Continued from page 1) 
Reformed Church in America’s ‘‘possibility thinker’ Robert H. Schuller 
in Garden Grove, Calif., unveiled a model of his $10 million glass cathedral 
a-building. A planned merger of the Methodist, and 
gational Churches into the Uniting Church of Australia was ; 
GARBC relocated in Chicago suburb Schaumburg, III. itive 
Methodists labeled the ecumenical movement ‘‘evil” and tongues ‘“‘unbi- 
blical.”” The Assemblies of God opened 257 new churches the year before. 
Evangelicals ev: took sides in the ‘Battle for the Bible” after Dr. 
insisting on inerrancy views 
insisted in 1976 that they, as well as Roman 


gan and the U. S. Supreme 
decision by the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals which upheld released - 
time 


: 
: 


Campus Crusade for Christ j ‘ 

and some 5,000 smaller urban areas. proclaimed *‘I found it!” 
and telephone volunteers told callers, “You can find it too — new life in 
Jesus Christ!" The death of seven Crusade workers in = Juty feed at: 


| 
I 


i 
é 
i 
t 


“Reachout” in North Carolina; 50,00 made Christival Europe's largest 
Christian youth congress; and more than 10,000 young Christians con- 
verged on Lake Buena Vista, Florida, for “Jesus '76.” 

Jews for Jesus continued their confrontations at and sidewalks 
in major cities. Youth With a Mission sponsored * Spirit in ’76”’ at 
Philadelphia; the 48-member Lausanne Committee for World Evangeliza- 
tion voted to concentrate on being a “stimulus and catalyst” to promote 
Seeeccens Snag Weare as Fon ee Se Mes ee 


Christ agreed that 


the Gospel known. - 
_Missions 
The clend of wate bibitterence evirshadowed U.S. missionary enter 
prise when the Central I Agency admitted gathering informa- 
tion from Americans abroad, but the church rolled on relentlessly in pur 
suit of 2,700,000,000 people who remained ignorant of Jesus Christ 
. InAfrica, Uganda Bishop Festo Kivengere of African Enterprise shat- 
tered tradition when invited to preach in a mosque; Rhodesian church 
N prnke! te rele ce aero i rrentenrs 
igeria cancelled its linguistic le ators, 
joining Peru and Nepal in seeking indigenous commitment instead. 
Missionaries were forced out of Lebanon by civil war, were threatened 
by ouster from Pakistan by Mi and received a cool in Laos. 
Relief efforts were in Guatemala, Hati, Italy and India and 


raphy: laughter and ridicule. However, smut sullied the best of com- 


munities and remained a lucrative business despite majority feelings ~ 


against it. 


Religious broadcasters this year hailed a special provision contained in 
the newly-approved national copyright act which President Ford 
and which will become law Jan. 1, 1978. The enactment ef Section 112 (c) 
exempts non-profit religious programmers from paying mechanical re- 
production fees for use of copyrighted music on tapes of discs. Dr. Ben 
Armstrong, executive secretary of the National Religious Broadcasters 
said the measure constitutes a great victory for NRB and religious prog- 


ram producers. , 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration approved the use of 
a $260 million satellite for the Christian broadcasting experiment called 
“Project Look-Up,” sponsored by some 49 participating Christian organi- 
zations to beam community service programs to America. 

Evangelists gave the winds a mighty voice in 1976, covering every inchof 
the globe with the Good News, including 240 hours beamed to the U.S.S.R. 
every week. = 
Deaths i 

1976 took from the world Dr. Rudolf Karl Bultmann, famed Lutheran 
theologian and biblical scholar in Marburg, West Germany. Evangelist 
Kathryn Kuhiman died, following open heart surgery, in Tulsa. United 
Methodist Bishop F. Gerland Ensley died in Ireland. 

Taken also were Erma L. Shea, wife of singer George Beverly Shea; 
Georgia Skinner, mother of Tom, ‘and seven staff members of Campus 
Crusade for Christ during a prayer retreat at the flooding of the Big 
Thompson River in Loeveland, Colo. 

Earthquakes in Turkey, Russia, New Guinea, Italy and Guatemala took 

thousands of lives in 1976. The Right-to-Food Resolution intro- 

in the Sénate by Mark O. Hatfield and in the House by Donald M. 

Fraser was approved by Congréss as basic U.S. policy in coping with 
starvation which cut down an average of 12,000 people every day. 

In 1976 atheists set Thursday as their “sabbath."’ Malcoin Boyd an- 
nounced, ‘I'm gay.”’ Eldridge Cleaver testified, “I'm reborn."’ Sun Myung 
Moon declared, ‘‘I'm rich.” : 

A German woman died during an exorcism; Keren See Gaee see 

“Tokyo Rose” 


; Patricia Hearst, free on bail, became an Episcopalian; and 
‘astor Charles Blair took the blame for the of associates. 
What a year! 1976 spotlighted TM, CB, E.R.A., Omen, politics and 


rope 


error > 


- 
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So here we are in a new year. _ 

What is a new year, anyway? It looks 
and feels an awful lot like the old one. 
After all, just a few days ago was that 
other year. 


But, somehow we have managed to 
get into a new calendar bracket, and 
things are supposed to be different. 
There has never been an official exp- 


lanation why they should be different, - 


for they might have been all right all 
along. But the new year is for turning 
over new leaves and making resolu- 
tions to do better. 


More than likely, after all, these are 
things we all need to do. No matter 
with what resolve we begin each new 
year, things always seem to slip 
somewhat before it’s over, and we 
never wind up as well off as we had 
anticipated we would at the beginning. 

So, we turn over a new leaf and re- 
solve to do better, and we start the 
whole process over again. 

_An exercise in futility? No. It’s good 


Editorials 


A Starting Place 


to have a place to grab hold and start 
again. Even if things do Slip a little 
during year, if we can begin each year 
a little better than we began the one 
before, we have made progress. 


The New Year is only an imaginary 
dividing point, but it furnishes our an- 
nual starting place. So let’s make the 
most of it. 


’ Not everyone experiences the same 
failures in seeking to obtain goals, but 
it is likely that our witnessing efforts 
did not measure up all year long to 
what we would have wanted them to 
be. This could be our most meaningful 
resolution. 


A number of us indicated some time 
last year what we plan to do in the way 
of helping to finance the Lord’s work 
this year. We need to be sure we don’t 
finish out the year short in this categ- 
ory. Churches plan their efforts on the 
basis of anticipated income as indi- 
cated by these commitments. A failure 
to make a commitment last year, how- 


T 
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‘Ce 
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ever, doesn’t excuse a lack of giving 


Then there is the continuing church 


program that must (6e s . 
Certainly going to is‘not to be 


It may seem as if we are just sort of 
holding up one little corner of some 
thing; but it takes everyone doing 
whatever it is he is supposed to do to 
get the total job done. as. 

Besides, being there at the right 
time and on time is more than to 
do something for our spirituality also. 

If we all make progress in these 
three categories this year, it’s going to 
be a very good year. The time to get 
started is now. 


Hold Your Fire 


Washington officials are at a loss to 
explain who it is that keeps initiating 
the fights against the efforts of Mada- 


_. lyn Murray O’Hare. Mrs. O’Hare lost 


her last battle in 1971 in the United 
States Supreme Court, and she hasn’t 
been known to be active since. 

She doesn’t have to be. About every 
six months a flurry of activity brings 
her cause to the forefront again. Dr. 
Stan Hasty of the Baptist Joint Com- 
mittee on Public Affairs told the Bap- 
tist Record that there is no explanation 
as to why this continues. There is sus- 
picion of a profit motive, he said, on the 
part of some element; but there is no 
way of ing who. 

Meanwhile the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, the agency 
charged with watching over the 
broadcast industry, has received 4.5 
million pieces of mail.in oppositi 
her efforts, of which there has 


none. 
Tim Nicholas of the t Record 
staff pointed out that the stamps alone 


to 


Personally. 


From time to time things happen 
that are so fine that it seems they must 
be shared. Such was the Christmas 
Sparkles at the Village, which is the 
annual Christmas performance by the 
children of the Baptist Children’s Vil- 
lage in Jackson. 

Though this past Christmas was my 
third in Mississippi, this was my first 
yéar to attend a performance of Spark- 


for this mail would cost $585,000. If the 
envelopes were three cents each, that 
would add another $135,000 for a total 
of $720,000. 

The Federal Communications 
Commissior: has had to add a couple of 
part time workers just to dispose of the 
mail that it gets relative to imaginary 
petitions supposedly initiated by 
Mrs. O’Hare. The commission doesn’t 
try to answer all that mail. They just 
throw it away, butit is an effort just to 
separate that concerning the imagi- 
nary petitions from the remainder of 
the mail. 

The figure of 27,000 signatures keeps 
popping up, and that refers to the sig- 
natures Mrs. O’Hare did have on a pet- 
ition about 1961 in an effort to keep as- 
tronauts from reading scripture in 
space. She took this fight to the Sup- 
Teme Court and lost. 


A new element has become mixed - 


into the picture: The letters are urging 
the FCC not to bow to the 27,000 signa- 
tures on the petition and eliminate re- 


les. It was a captivating experience. It 
was well thought out, well developed, 
well directed, and the children per- 
formed very well indeed. Tribute is 
due to everyone at the Village who had 
a hand in it and particularly to Jan 


lowing na 
the ‘director and the abilities of the 


ligious broadcasting from the air- 
ways. The FCC has no intention of 
doing this. Earlier last year there was 
a petition before the FCC that it not 
license any new FM stations to strictly 
religious broadcasters. The FCC re- 
plied that the purpose for obtaining the 
license is not to be considered as 
long as the purpose is worthwhile, 
Eternal vigilance is the price of lib 
erty, and being alert constantly 
for problems is not a bad idea. 
have agencies such as the 
Joint Committee on Public Affairsand 
the Christian Life Commission onana- 
tional level and the Christian Action 
Commission on a state level to 
the word about problems when 
course, will be highly interested inbe- 
ing a part of the effort to get the 
around 


don’t shoot until there’s something to 
shoot at. a 


held captive by Chinese Communists, 


children were really put on display, 
and the results were fine. ‘ 

The house was packed. In fact, it 
would have been a mistake to have left 
a seat during intermission. It was a, 


standing room only crowd. ‘ 
These kinds of things do indeed bois” 
ter one’s faith in the of the 


child-care program of Mississippi 
Baptists. Paul Nunnery is the director. 


Januar y—A Super Month! 


The month of January is always a 
special month in each year. As the be- 
ginning month-of the year, it offers 
new hope, new opportunity and the po 
tential for new forgiyeness. It is the 
traditional season for wishing happi- 
ness to one’s friends. It brings special. 
delight to football widows as they look 
forward to the return of their husbands 
after the Super Bowl and the All Star 
games have signaled the end of a long 
season. : 

For Baptists, January is special in 
other ways. There is the annual 
January Bible Study. There is also the 
annual emphasis given to making this 
month a super special month by writ- 
ing your will. This legal document can 


The Baptist Record 
eins a 
Fe 


assist the individual in conforming to 
the Will of God for his life while time 
waits for eternity. To include the 
Lord’s work in one’s will insures that a 
very vital part of the individual con- 
tinues for good and for God until 
Judgment Day. This is one reason the 
* Lord waits until then to measure our 
rewards. 

Now, while the matter is before you, 
act promptly to create a will that will 
be pleasing both to you and your Lord. 
Your Foundation has legal servcies on 
a retainer basis and is prepared to 
produce the will for those who desig- 
nate a part of their estate to some area 
of the Lord’s work as promoted by or 


participated in by Mississippi Bap- 
tists. 


As a result of previous wills which 
have been probated and many trusts” 


established, your Foundation earned™ 


income from investments the last fis- 
cal year in the nt of $304,752.00. 
The yield on was 7.17 per 


cent; capital gains realized and added 
to principal were $94,780.30; and 
$451,279 were added to principal dur- 
ing the year. The total funds adminis. 
tered by your Foundation as of June 30, 
1976, were $4,558,099. ; 

Let your Mississippi Baptist Found.’ 
ation assist you in assuring that the 
Lord's WILL is in your WILL. 


Advertisers Turn Away | 
From Television. Violence 


There is evidence indicating vio- 
lence on TV will get closer scrutiny by 
advertisers. At the annual convention 
of the American Advert! Con- 
vention last June, the 


* advertised in 
July the National Citizens Com- 


networks: CBS, least, ABC, next, 
NBC, most. According to NCOB’s 
Nicholas Johnson (former FCC Com- 


. ~ missioner) Macdonald’s has cut back 


its sponsorship of violent 
after it wes ao identified 


have similarly. A week later, Best 


orbidding 

cial time in or adjacent to programs 
that contain ‘pervasive portrayal of 
violence’ (Broadcasting, August 9). 
According to BI 


3 Cat's bie Sekar choad but lev, 


your daily tasks, find time for 

own interests, and place Christ a the GOD pessrasessscy 

center of your homemaking.” being my Hips. 
s witness and 


PRECIOUS PROMISES compiled 
by Joseph S. Johnson (Broadman, 9 | 
pp., $8.25). , 

Joe Johnson, a former Mississippian 
and an editor at Broadman Press, has 
collected into one inspiring and attrac- 
tively bound little volume some of the 


helper — 


i 


by choice quotations from different in- 
dividuals, concerning God’s precious 
promises. Two Mississippians quoted 
include Joe T. Odle and Rosalee Mills 
Appleby. Illustrations in black and 
white were done by Bob Redden and 
Gene Elliott. 


Many of you in Mississippi know 

The CALL OF THE HARVEST by David Gomes. He has preached in 
Charles L. McKay (Convention Press, Canton and Clinton and Crystal 
1976 Edition, 126-pp., Church Study Springs and Yazoo City, and I am sure 


Course, $2.95). The message of this in many other places in the state. 
book is addressed specifically to pas- David is pastor of the Church of Hope 
tors and church staff members, bat all in Rio de Janeiro and director of the 
concerned church leaders will find in- Bible School of the Air.in Brazil. 

spiration and help for the church’s Dorine Hawkins, missionary, has 
primal task of reaching and winning 
lost to Christ, First published at David’s house, when the six children 
in 1956, ithas been updated to continue were small: ‘The happiest time was 
its ministry in this decade. One section their family altar time. Sophia Nichols 
relates to ACTION: A Reaeh Out En- and I often met with them. Each child 
rollment Plan for Sanday School. Fhe held a Bible whether he could réad-or- 
author, is a native an, is not and the children decided What 


now professor of evangelism, Califor- would be read and what would be sung - 


nia Baptist College, ’ 
California. The babies were given preference in 

SOME PEOPLE by Mary Callery what they wanted. Often the worship 
Carlson illustrated by Jack Proctor was a repetition of VBS activities and 
(Tyndale House). the whole family sang the VBS 

A children’s book for parents, this choruses and then we prayed for the 
book provides a practical way for pa- subjects they felt were important. It 
rents to communicate biblical princi- was a meaningful e: for each 
ples to their-children. Delightful car- person, from the habies to the visitors, 
toons, illustrating real experiences - and we saw their faith grow like their 
from the child’s world, provide an op- father’s until this day each one is a 
portunity for the parents to discuss the - dedicated arid faithful -Christian. It 


Riverside, 


afd “truthful.” VBS style.” : “oy 
LOVE SONG IN HARVEST hy The children are grown up now. Ana 
Geoffrey T. Bull (Christian Litera- Maria is married to Reginaldo, who 
. ture Crusade, paper, 181 pp., $2.95). has a doctorate in chemistry, and who 
A former missionary to Tibet, once _is a good deacon. Priscila is marriéd to 
Israel, a pastor. Sophia Regina is a 
is the writer of this interpretation of* student at Gardner Webb College in 
* the book of Ruth. From his wide ex- North Carolina. Marcos is studying 
» perience of human contact, suffering, engineering in Rio, and Esther Ruth 
and travel, he brings afreshrehearsal and Elizabeth, teen-agers, are still at 
of the well-known story. home with their parents. 
During the fifteen years David was 
THE JOY OF DISCOVERY by executive secretary of the Home Mis- 
Elaine H. Brister (Broadman, 153 pp., sion Board of Brazil, he traveled all 
$3.95) Elaine Brister has lived most of over the country. Also, on business for 
her life in Louisiana; but she tells in the Baptist World Alliance, he has 
this book how she discovered through 
her friendship with nine women mis- 
sionaries that people around the world 
are oe ape 4 to’ the good news - 
Christ. tells enough of the lives o * ? 
these nine women to show how their © CRIME’S THREE A’S — Addiction, 
wisdom, compassion, and wit have alcoholism and antisocial behavior 
helped them maintain a creative ba-—_ might well be termed the three ‘A’s of 
lance in their roles as homemakers ¢rime, according to the results of a 


csiabienertex: _, Study ‘of convicted felons. ‘What we 
or: a, ’ found was that the major psychiatric 
THE NEW SEASONING by Graham jjjnesses, such as schrophrenia and 


Kerr (Fleming H. Revell, $7.95, 237 manic - depressive ilJness, are nat a 
pp.) The author of The Galloping Gour- major factor -in criminal behav 
met expresses his vast knowledge of said Dr. Samuel B. Guze, chie 
nutrition and delight in fine food pre- psychiatrist at Barnes Hospital (St. 
tion, oe low a eae Louis). ‘The conditions most charac- 


and gives sensible on nereaiee, 
together with recipes and pointers on iq for 1976 was 9.2 million tons. 
teehniques of good marketing and effi- considerably higher than the 
cient cooking methods. j 5.4 million tons in 1973-74, it is short of 

LIT ON MOUNTAIN by the 10 million ton minimum annual 


target set by the World Food Confer- 
William R. Lasky with James F. oie, Tens On teed and 


Paramount Lasky 
‘worked in many famous fil . 
,eapacities ranging from anima 
, to assistant director. At the 


ON ARARAT by Tim La The ruling comes at a time When there 
Morris; Thomas Nel- are 


' John r increasing complaints 
, gon, Inc., Nashville and New York and discrimination’ against whites in 
Creattee-Life Publishers; 275 pages; odmis- 


sions and other areas.” 
{The Christian wary 
. mber. 1 ) 

a 
CIGARETTE WARFARE 

Cancer 
voted to spend $1 million in the first 


* 


Resolved: 


Faces And Places 


By Anne Washburn McWilliams 


meaning of words like ‘‘obedience”’ . paid off. tomarch around the room. ins: 


GLOBAL FOOD AID — “Global food - 


coat eae 


esolved: Resolved: 


to give mere 
of my time 
in prayer and 
- communion 
with Him. 


"a being my 
wiiness and 
helper — 


to let God © 
speak to me 
daily through 
His Holy 
Scriptures. 


traveled all over the world. 


and prayer. When he leaves home, 
when he comes back, the last and first 


described the family devotional times -wonder marvelous answers we have 


had! 

“‘When the children were little, the 
few moments David spent at home 
were full of joy, devotional moments, 
sightseeings, visitings, entertaining 


“‘His constant reading makes him up 
to date with all the world. His tes- 
timonies as a faithful Christian helped 
to bring all the children to Christ when 
they were very young. His zeal for the 
children’s constant growth was a real- 
ity. He opened the world to them. 
Away from home, he never failed to 
send letters and cards. The things he 
-brought home had a meaning and a 
message, and this way we have ~ 
learned to love and to know people 
from other lands, 


“One day Sophia Regina had to 
choose a country to give a lesson to her 
class at normal school: Choosing Au- 
stralia, she had abundant material to 
make the lesson the most enjoyable 
one. 

“‘He makes his family loved when he 
goes away. No matter where he is, the . 
way he talks about us make people feel 
we are marvelous. Sometimes I feel - 
embarrassed, because he makes of me 
somebody I think I’m not!.”’. 

In the New Year, it seems to me, 
many of us would profit from following 
the family worship pattern set by this 
family in Brazil. 


[ On The Moral Scene | 


volunteers in the effort. A prime goal is 
to prevent young persons ffom smok- 
ing, the society said. And the ACS 
wants to persuade 4.5 million teena- 
gers, half of the teenage smokers, to 
give up the habit.” 
(The' Tennessean, 
- _ October 21, 1976) 
CITY CRIME —... There is a per- 
vasive unease in our city and its 
neighborhoods that one could label 
“fear of and in the streets.” . . . The 
more we read, hear and repeat the 
tales of terror and violence, the more 
we are intimidated by a pervasive 
paranoia that begins to paralyze our 
movements and threaten our freedom. 
. . We have come to terms with those 


they 
secure against invaders that they 
could not escape a burning bu ilding — 
people have suffocated in their own 


we BY 
national. birthday ‘hundreds of 
thousands. Yorkers filled the - 


Is A Very Hard Bread Indeed : 


I 


‘The Bread Of Freedom _ 


> 
= 
S 
c 
Ss 
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beyond missionary pocketbooks, if 
they are available at all. Sohomemak- 
ers track down the Best buys in flour“ 
heavily. cut with cornmeal. When a 
favorite American bread is success- 
fully made. with the flour, the recipe 
quickly spreads. Much time is spent in 
“scratch” baking. Sa 
Missionaries in a Tanzania city 
thank God at mealtime for the luxury 
of bakery sliced bread. The bread is 
course but even, and it fits a toaster. 


While many mis: are knead- 
a week’s supply of loaves, some 
be freed to teach weekday Bible 

classes and counsel with new converts. 


At the for missionary school 
children in Zambia, excitement is 
high. The aroma of yeast bread fills 
the air as children romp home from 
the international school. The first. 
shipment of flour in weeks is in stores 
for purchase. 


Sandwiches for lunch! The 
homemade brown rolls are amazingly 
soft and delicious. With tinned Chinese 
luncheon’ meat and homemade 
mayonnaise, they make a feast. 


The waiter at the swank Nairobi Hil- 
ton offers an array of breads. Hungry 
Americans pounce on white rolls. But- 
ter is served in cute African wood 
carvings. The African decor’ could be 
faraway USA, not in the heart of real 
Africa. The rolls taste delicious. May- 
be a little dry,‘but almost homelike. 

In Rhodesia a missionary whose 
name is on the birthday calendar of 
prayer is greeted with a birthday cake. 
It is gleefully sung over, blown on, cut, 
and munched. Again, the brown flour 
has produced a cake that would flunk a 
TV commercial test. A missionary 
says that it is against the law to mill- 
white flour. ‘It’s a waste of resources, 
and anyway brown bread is better for 
you. Pretty smart economy;-eh?”’ 

A highly African school- 


? 


master invites American visitors 


home for lunch. While sipping hot Coke 
he speaks of his appreciation for 
Southern Baptist missionaries. His 
wife offers a tasty meal of chicken and 
a delicacy—hot fluffy white rice. No, 
this family would not dishonor. its 
guests by serving the traditional 
cornmeal ‘‘sadza.”’. ad 


_ Baptist clinics and hospitals are 
crowded with children who are obvi- 
ously malnourished. Missionary doc- 
tors and 
pare nu meals, but resources 
are-limited. Here the problem is not 
white bread versus brown bread, but 
no bread at all. : 


An RN cooks cornmeal porridge 


with egg for the women’s group at 
church. ee ee 


coax mothers to pre- - 


nurse your bebies better.” the 
an old taboo on eggs for women, 
bread will continue to be plain 
‘water. ra 
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cations help Africans 
raise their standard of living. Funds 


_.Jdiw Africa the bread of life is not av- 


~ailable for all the people.-Custom, na- 


ture, politics, and lack of resources 
hinder the missionaries who would 
break the bread of life to people 

are starved for it. : 


Centuries ago God ordered the chil- 
dren of Israel to remember their flight 
from slavery every year with a meal of 
tough unleavened bread. A modern 
Jewish scholar urges people to re-, 
member that ‘‘the bread of freedom is 


avery hard bread.” 4 P 


Americans sit down to holiday feasts 


of calorie-laden,-nutritionless light 
bread, their freedom carelessly taken 
for granted. 

Africans are still chewing the hard 
bread of struggle. Southern Baptist 
missionaries share their portion. 


Collector Mounts Baptist Stamps 


By John Wilkes 


RUESCHLIKON (EBPS) — When 
oT, ne the of 


honoring 
Baptist evangelist Mrs. Rowena Rand, 
it was a signal to a collector here to 
begin a search for it. 


While on a trip to Hamburg some 
months later, Professor Claus Meister 
located the stamp of ‘‘Rowena Rand — 
Mother, Farmer, Evangelist” and on 
his return announced to faculty col- 
leagues. here, ‘‘I’ve got sthe 


Evangelist!” 


For more than a year now, Meister, 
a confirmed collector since the age of 
six, has concentrated on a relatively 
recent exercise amiong philatelists — 
frowned upon by some while 
espoused as a face of the 
sheer bulk of general material by. 
others — a specialization. 


His present theme is ‘‘Baptist’’ 
stamps — perhaps & natural idea for 
Meister, a 
ment at the Theological 
nary here, President of the Swiss Bap- 
tist Union, a past President of the 
European Baptist Federation and the 
son of a Baptist pioneer, the late Jakob 


At present, his Baptist collection is 
sorted generally between per- 
sonalities, institutions and congresses. 

Although having mounted only one 
Baptist building, that of Seramhpore— 


every international held 
since the Baptist World Congress of 
1934 in Berlin. : 


He emphasies that a special Con- 
gress stamp was issued only once — by 


State University, 
will be 


ordained by 


Brazit for the World Congress 
in Rio de Janeiro of 1960. A “vignette” 
was 


To Preach On 
“Baptist Hour” 


gS IA 6 


age 


“We're pleased to have a man of Dr. 
Weber’s stature in the denomination 


we Su dae: ee 


tion to a general Swiss collection, ‘‘as 


Packet Offers . 
Aids For Youth 
Week Emphasis 


section. 


A guidebook is included with sugges- 
tions for schedules, activities and 


the theme song, 
“Young Disciples,” and a recording of 


. He was formerly 


Ba 


“poverty of character. 


rymy it'is ‘On the Wetdiire that wes 
pick up the tacks. John 


Running To Add Life To Their Years 


Forty-nine Southern Baptist missionaries to Brazil and Brazilian Baptists have started a running club to “‘add more years 
_ .«. 60 their lives.’ Using Dr. Kenneth Cooper's book ‘‘Aerobics,”’ the group became interested in jogging for physical fitness in 
stall numbers. When the club was organized in February of this year there were only seven members. There are now 49 
Sa rreired is th lil wORh the membership srwving everveny, docarding to Wetien: W. Sehtor, Sedinty Raptet 


. Pictured here are 16 of the members. (BP) photo by James P. Kirk 


When The Pastor Resigns 


By Clifton Perkins 
hard itineer' elotio 
- Minister Relations 


At this particular moment between 175 

and 190 churches in the Mississippi 
. Baptist Convention are seeking pas- 
“ tors. On any given date approximately 
10% of our churches need help in this 
most vital and delicate area. 

A change of leadership is a crisis 
time in the life of a church. I am told 
thatthe Chinese call a crisis ‘‘a 
dangerous opportunity.” I like that in- 
sight into critical situations. Certainly 
there are dangers in a crisis, but there 
are also opportunities for growth and 
learning. The crisis of changing pas- 
tors is such ‘‘a dangerous opportun- 
ity,” for all sorts of forces may be at 
work when a resigns. 

Let's take a look at the steps a 
church should take in facing this 
“, opportunity.” 

In the 7th and 8th verses of the 31st 
chapter of Deuteronomy there is a 
beautiful account of the farewell ad- 
dress of Moses as he came to the end of 
his ministry to the children of Israel. 
Moses had been with Israel from the 
time they left Egypt. The rising gener- 
ation had known no other leader. Some 
of tem probably felt they could not go 
on without him as their head, but 
Moses reminded them that it was the 
Lord who was their real leader. © 

As it was with the children of Israel, 
* a change of leadership in the life of a 

church is a time to reaffirm the lead- 

ership of the Lord God. This means 

that the first order of business when a 

church becomes pastorless is prayer. 

It is a time for each member to decide 

that.God’s will must come first. 


There is an old story about two_ 


woodcutters going into a store to buy a 
new saw. The salesman ed them a 
power saw and told them that with it 
they could cut four times as much 
wood. But -he didn’t demonstrate how 
to use the saw. About a week later the 
woodcutters came back, complaining 
that with the new sa® they had not cut 
as much wood as they had been cut- 
ting. They said the new saw had nearly 
worked them to death. The man 
took it and said, ‘‘Let’s see what is the 
matter with it.” He started the motor. 
The woodsmen cried in astonishment, 


the power that made wood cutting 
easy. The church that fails to turn to 
ee: ae ee ee 
igs, have a similar experience. 
They will miss the power and direction 
od God and the period of seeking a pas- 
tor will be a frustrating one. 

In the spirit of prayer and depen- 
dence upon the Holy Spirit, the church 
should turn to the election of a very 
important committee. Many call this 
Cee en wel er 
tocall it a “pastor search committee.”’ 


tive thing ever to come before a church 
— the selection of a pastor. 

At this point several questions arise. 
How many should serve on the pastor 


be selected? . 
As to the number, the committee 


g their pastor search commit- 
tee. A brief -look at some of these 
methods be helpful. 

Ita penaretty considored unwise for 


the departing pastor to participate in 
the selection of the committee. And it 
is also not the best practice to nomi- 
nate committee members from the 
floor. 


Some churches request that the 
deacons assume the responsibilities of 
nominating a representative commit- 
tee to be voted on by the church. Others 
ask their regularly elegted nominating 
committee to bring recommendations 
to the church in conference. 


Amore democratic method, which is 
widely used, leaves the decision com- 
pletely up to the congregation. A 
memographed list of the entire mem- 
bership is distributed at a called meet- 
ing of the church. The members check 
the required number of names. Those 
receiving the largest number of votes 
are“elected. The one receiving the 
largest number of the votes could be 
chairman, or the church may deter- 
mine that the committee select its own 
chairman. 


Whatever method a church chooses, 
it should be careful to preserve the 
democratic process. Along with the 
election of the committee, it should be 
made clear that the church will as- 
sume all costs incurred by the commit 
tee in its work. 


Another important step the church 
should take at this time is that of secur- 


ing an interim pastor who will fill the 
pulpit and perform other duties 
specified by the church. Some 
churches elect a different committee 
to recommend an interim pastor. We 
doubt the wisdom of this. Serious prob- 
lems may be avoided if the pastor 
search committee is also charged with 


the responsibility of recommending an 
interim pastor. 

It is wise to calla ter as interim 
pastor who is not av: to serve as 


pastor of the church. Many of our re- 
tired preachers can render valuable 
service in this capacity. Inmany areas 
there are college or es- 
sors and denominational workers who 
can serve effectively as an interim 
pastor. : 


When a committee recommends an 
interim pastor, it should state the sal- 


ary that will be paid. Of course it 
should be as much as a regular 
pastor ives, but it should be more 


than would be paid for supply preach- 
ing. A good interim pastor will be 
worth all the church pays him. 


With an interim pastor selected, the 
committee is ready to proceed with the 
main business — the search for a pas- 
tor. 


(This is one in a series-of articles on 
the subject, ‘‘Seeking And Calling a 
Pastor.”’ Next — ‘‘Beginning The 
Search”) - 


Just The Beginning 


By W. Levon Moore 


our church voted 
unanimously yesterday to adopt the 
church budget”’! C. C. Ard, the pastor, 
was excited as he reported on the 
events which took place at Carson 
Ridge Church.in Attala County on the 
previous day. Several factors contri- 
buted to his excitement: 

In the first place, this was the first 
time in the 110-year history of the 
church that the church had ever 
adopted a budget. At the invitation of 
the church and its pastor, I met with 
the budget committee several weeks 
ago and helped them construct the 
proposed budget. As they supplied the 
information and financial goals, I 
simply helped them to put the proposal 
together. 

Brother Ard was excited also be- 
cause the new budget calls for almost 
twice the amount given by the church 
during the previous year. He and the 
committee had great confidence in the 
church's ability to meet this challenge 
because of the fact that since he be- 
came pastor about three months ago, 
the weekly offerings have averaged 
more than the new weekly budget re- 
quires. 

Added excitement came over the 


‘Preacher, 


fact that 10% of the budget would go to 
missions through the Cooperative 

, and 5% would go for associ- 
ational missions. ‘‘I’m missionary 
Baptist from the top of my head to the 
soles of my feet,” the pastor had de- 
clared earlier. His first recommenda- 
tion to the budget committee was that 
at least 15% of the new budget go for 
missions. The missions portion of the 
budget calls for more than $2,200. Dur- 
ing the past associational year, the 
total mission giving of the church 
amounted to $760. 

This unanimous vote of the church 
was even more significant because 
this was one of the few times the 
church has been unanimous about 
anything for some time. The vote on 
the “budget is indicative of the new 
spirit of unity, fellowship and op- 
timism now prevailing at Carson 
Ridge. ‘ 

As the enthusiastic pastor left by of- 
fice that Monday morning, I com- 
plimented him and the church on this 
splendid achieverhent. With a confi- 
dent sparkle in his eye, he said, 
“Preacher, this is just the beginning.” 

As I reflected upon the way the Lord 


Five Licensed 


Wednesday evening, December 15, Morrison 


To Ministry 


Church, Clinton, voted to 


Heights 
N@ amount of riches can atone for license five of its young men who have responded to the call of the gospe} 
: ree - ministry. Left, to right are: Bill Durr, Chairman of the Deacon Council; Herb 


ton, astudent at who 


Holifield, a student at 


_ Foreman, a student at Mississippi College from Jackson; Ronald Lane of Clin- 


; Mississippi whose parents are 
to Italy; Steve Jordan, a seior at Clinton School; and Charles Gentry, 
Right tiving is better than high liv- pastor. Not pictured is Jerry Gentry, student at Mississippi College, son of the 


wae] 


The News 


Sheryl Churchill, a Fort wae 
Piet tes has accepted the 
as ‘oung Women 
consultant peg bles 's -Missio- 
nary Union (WMU) SBC. Miss 
Churchill, Acteens director for 
Texas WMU since 1970, graduated 
from Mary. Hardin-Baylor *Col- 
lege and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 


At New Hope Church, Fox- 
worth, special recognition has 
been given to Debra Stringer for 
14 years of perfect attendance at 
Sunday School, to Betty 
for 20 years, and to B. B. Stringer 
for 21 years of perfect attendance. 

“Billy R. Williams is the pastor. 


See ee na te aren ak tan aion teks aan Co 
Learning Institute held here recently talk with Elsie Rives (left), 

the Sunday School department, Baptist Sunday nabrapoensireorpe 
include Larry Salter feusiers sul Wake Weikeens 
Mississippi Baptist Convention Board, Jackson. Bryant wit Commons encare 
Sunday School Department, MBCB, and Judd Allen, consultant, also attended 
the meeting in St. Louis. 


W. Howard Bramlette has been 
named design editor of student 
|: materials for National Student 
Ministries of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board. Bramlette has 
served as consultant in mission 
education for the Foreign Mission 
Board, and has done special as- 
signments for several Southern 


Ina McFall of the Baptist Re- 
cord staff, was ch osen Secretary - 
of the Day‘on Monday, December 
13, by Jackson 
~ radio station, 


Donn Poole has accepted the po- 
sition as minister to youth at 
Broadmoor Church, Jackson. He 
meved from 
Texas where 


Baptist agencies before assuming WWUN. She four four years 
his present position. Included in received a > he was min- 
his duties will be editorial respon- bouquet of ister of youth 
sibilities for The Student and Col- roses, atrophy, at Second 
lege magazines. and other gifts. Church, Pas- 
adena. He 

Erie McNair has accepted a call and hsi wife, 

Morris Chapman, a Mississip- - .to become music director of Shiv- Lois, have 
pian pastor of First Church, Al- ers Church, Simpson County. He two children,’ 
buquerque, N. M., and newly is a sophomore Angela, six, and Jason, seven 


months. Native of Houston, 
Texas, he graduated from East 


elected president of the Baptist 
Convention of New Mexico, will 


lead Bible study during the Texas Baptist College and South- 
Church Administration Winter western Seminary. In Pasadena, 
Workshop at Glorieta Baptist he was also chaplain for the Police 


Department. He sings, plays the 
guitar, has written folk music, is 
translating “Reach Out 
Strategy’’ for youth into Spanish, 
lettered in basketball and 
baseball, ahd has led in youth ser- 


Conference Center Feb. 14-18. The 
workshop will offer five different 
seminars for church leaders in 
various staff positions. 


Sue Walbridge, daughter of Mr. 


included ‘in the semi-annual vices. He began his work at 
and Mrs. Francis Walbridge, of America Collegiate Poets, Fall Broadmoor December 5. 
Sonora, California, and a Concourse 1976. ‘‘There Is’’ has 


freshman at Clarke College, has 
had poetry accepted by two pub- 
lishing houses for inclusion in 
their. anthologies of collegiate 
poetry. Her a “One Light’’ 


beeen selected for publication in 
the bi-annual Anthology of Col- 
lege Poetry. These anthologies 
represent the best writing from 
thousands of students across the 


John Lee Taylor, pastor of 
First, Grenada, is author of an ar- 
ticle in the January, 1977 issue of 
Church Administration. The arti- 
cle is entitled .“‘Yeur Church and 
the Communications Explosion.” 


Several Mississippi churches have cess will be presented \from time to 
been’ engaged in building fund cam- time. 
paigns recently. Testimonies of suc- 


was the matter. And what to my 


lad — I knew in a moment it must be 


First Church, Newton 


FIRST CHURCH, Newton, under the leadership of pastor Hardy R. Denham, Jr. 
recently completed’a joint Budget-Building Fund Campaign. A total of 165 
families pledged $175,000.00 for a new Family Life Center. A total of 141 families 
pledged $146,967.00 toward the 1977 church budget for a combined total of 
$321,967.00 to the Lord's work. Pastor Denham, ing on the victory said, 


with the little kids’ toys.” 


Sales Manager: ‘What's this big 
iter listed on your expense account?” 


“This is the largest percentage of the budget pledged in recent years and the wee “Why, that’s my hotel 
combined totals is something to shout about! Sales Manager: “Well, don't buy 
any more hotels.” 


‘That ham sandwich | just ate 
should have been called the Highlan- 
der Sandwich,’ the diner said. 
“Why?"’ asked the waiter. The diner 
replied: ‘‘The bread was so thin the 
meat was coming through the rye.” 


* They've got some real characters in 
Los Angeles. J saw a guy standing on 
Hollywood Boulevard the other day 
with a rope tied around his middle } 
said, ° ‘What's the big idea?" He said, 
“I'm trying to commit suicide." | said, 
“Then why don't you tie the rope 
around your neck?" He said, “I tried 


that, but I couldn't breathe.” 
HENNY YOUNGMAN, Parade. “ 


New Annuity Program 


Officials of the Mississippi Baptist Convention Board and of the Southern Baptist Annuity Board 
discuss new aspects of annuity coverage for Baptist staf! members affiliated with the Annuity 
Board's programs. (BAPTIST RECORD, Nov. 11) From left to right are Marvin T. York, who will 
become senior vice-president of the Annuity Board on March 1, Gene Daniel, Annuity Board 
vice-president, Earl Kelty, executive secretary-treasurer of the Mississippi Baptist Convention 
, Annuity Borrd representative for Mississippi; and A... Nelson, Convention 
, Board business manager. York will sucesed Frank L. Durham. A, < 


About the only thing you can get in a 
hurry is trouble. 


WATER HEATERS 
SPIRES CROSSES 


os School and Church we, 

i apntne-aethe eh 
dele condition. Write or call cotlect BG. Spell, 200 St 
Dominic Med Offices. Jackson, Ms. 392716, Phone 
(601) 982-0311 


Off The 


‘Twas The Night Ante Christmas’ 


-It was the night after Christmas, and all through the house raged a terrible 
headache wherever you'd roam. The house looked a wreck; there were sighs 
everywhere to prove to the world that St. Nick had been there. The children were 
still having fun with the toys — and freaking all records for a long-sustained 
noise, when out of the hall there rose such a clatter I opened the door to see what 


HEADQUARTERS 
FOR ALL TYPES OF, 
School & Church Furniture | 
@ Complete stock of chairs, tables, 
furnishings for Clasegom, Libraty, Sunday 
Schdol, Auditorian Cafeteria 


oes OPN Bike - " 


7 ew 


Georgians Lend Church To Black 
Baptist Group For State Convention 


TIFTON, Ga. (BP) — “Last week’s 
Atlanta newspapers carried the head- 
line ‘Showdown in Plains, Baptist 
Church’. But tonight there,is a show- 

case in First Baptist Church of Tif- 
ton. ton." 

Thus spoke Cameron M. Alexander, 
president of the General Missionary 
eee ablack 


Baptist body 

addressing the ‘closing ses- 
sion of Georgia’s largest black Baptist 
convention, meeting’in the sanctuary 
of First Baptist Church, Tifton, one of 
the largest white congregations ini 
southwest Georgia. 


by Jack Harw@i,, 

The General Missionary Convention 
has about 590,000 members in almost 
2,000 churches. Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church in Tifton hosted their annual 
convention, but its sanctuary was too 
small for large crowds. . 

So convention officers asked First 
Baptist Church in Tifton for use of its 
a ag sanctuary for. the closing 


pees W. Ches Smith, Il, and 
deacons of First Baptist Church voted 
unanimously to open their facilities to 
the black Baptists. And they volun- 
teered their church choirs to bring 
special music. 


“Open Door Policy” he 
Selma Association Refuses 


To Admit Good News Church 


SELMA, Ala. (BP)— The possibility 


_ of a concerted move to integrate the 


white churches of the Selma (Ala.) 


-Baptist Association was raised here in 


the aftermath of an associational ac- 
tion branded as ‘‘racist.”’ 

The 24 member churches of the as- 
sociation, at their recent annual meet- 
ing refused to accept into membership 
Good News Baptist Church, a three- 
year old congregation with 300 mem- 
bers which has an open door policy to- 
ward blacks. Opponents of the church 
cite factors other than race for its exc- 
lusion. 

John Hollingsworth, pastor of the 
church, says the reason for the rejec- 
tion is the open door policy and the fact 
that three blacks — a couple and a 
teenage girl — are members of the 
church. 


Broken Hopes — As the tree is fer- 
tilized by its own broken branches and 
fallen leaves, and grows out of its own 
decay, so men and nations are bet- 
tered and improved by trial; and re- 
fined out of broken hopes and blighted 


expectations. 
—F-. W. Robertson. 


Truth is so precious some people use 
it sparingly. 


Record 


eyes should appear, but a man in 


distress and devoid of all cheer. He lay on the floor of the corridor narrow, and out 
- of the small of his back stuck an arrow! It had come from the bow of his own little 


Dad! 


I rushed for the phone, and had just turned around when Mother crashed into 

the room with a bound, pursued by a child with a rifle. Oh, well, it seems.that, to 
_ Please him, she played William Tell; the apple was okay but Mother was not — 
there wasn’t a shadow of a doubt she’d been shot! 

I stood there aghast when my aged Aunt Nell swooped through on Ned's roller 
skates, going-pell-mell ; she upset the three — Reese penne eens t 
knew in an instant the house was on fire! 

Then things all went black, and whe get I come to I wascuton the lawn witha 
pulmotor crew? the house was still burning, the kids, every one, were dancing 
and cheering and having such fun! The fire chief stood and completed his work; 

___he snickered a bit, then he turned with a jerk and laying a finger aside of his nose, 
and giving a nod, said, ‘Roll up the hose!”’ He jumped in his car, sounded siren 
and whistle, and away he then flew like the down from a thistle. 

And I heard him exclaim to his smoke-eating boys, ‘‘Well, big kids will play, 


—Life Lines 


The youngster. had heard much’ 


about his little cousin Peter, although 
he had never seen him. At long last he 
was told that Peter was coming for a 
visit and he beeame very excited. 
That’s why nobody could understand it 
when he took one look at his cousin and 
burst into tears. “I thought,” he sob- 
bed, ‘‘that Peter was a rabbit." 


The most comprehensive King 
dames Version reterence/ study 


Bible offers so much complete 
Biblical information for true per- 
sonal in-depth Scriptural appre- 
ciation and understanding. Take a 

moment to leaf through the 

Chain-Reterence Bible. ~ 

You wilt find this demonstrator 
unit at your Baptist Store 
Order trom your Baptat Book 


Kirkbride Bible (eae, 


and 


and every 


MISSISSIPPI 


Schoo! Supply Co 


Ed Cruce, moderator of the associa- 
tion, says: “I don’t think it was the 


main issue, but is an underlying fac-. 


tor. Several people were concerned 
about {t.’” 

Cruce, pastor of historic Shiloh Bap- 
tist Church in nearby Sardis, says 
most of the churches in the association 
have unwritten rules against admit- 
ting blacks to buildings or services, 
and several have written bylaws of 
prohibition. 

“The attitude of many of the people 
in the association is that if Good News 
wants to have black members, that is 
fine. The fear is that they will try to 


‘force their black members on other 


congregations,” he said. 

Cruce, who says he “personally fa- 
vored’’ admission of Good News 
Church, says the “‘biggest. question 
from messengers was about coopera- 
tion. They wanted to know if Good 
News really wants to cooperate with 
other churches in the association.” 

He said messengers i Hol- 
lingsworth about his organizational 
structure, financial stability and con- 
tributions to the Cooperative Program 
(Southern Baptist unified budget.) 

Good News, although its collections 


topped $80,000 last year, gave only “‘a _ 


very small amount — $20 per month — 
pd the Cooperative Program,” Cruce 


wake questioned was the fact the 
church does not have traditional Wo- 
man’s Missionary Union (WMU), 
Brotherhood or Training Union, nor 
does it use Southern Baptist literature 
exclusively. Some other rches in 
the association don’t WMU or 
Training Union, either, but are al- 
— members of the association, he 


property after death. 


loved ones. * 


death. 


tee for your estate. 


agencies and institutions. 


of your death. 


estate. 


© setting up a Trust Agreement 
© | would appreciate a visit from a 
Foundation representative (without 


YOUR BAPTIST FOUNDATION 
will help you 


1. To understand laws. concerning the distribution of 
2. To understand the best possible way to provide for your 
3. To understand the ways to support Baptist causes after 
4. To understand how best to select an executor and trus- 


5. To understand more clearly the ministries of Baptist 


| AM YOUR WILL 


! will continue the influence of your Christian life style. 
/ will distribute your estate as a faithful steward at the time 


! will provide for your loved ones. 


! will see to it that the Baptist causes supported by you in 
life will be supported after death. 


| will say who will hold in trust the assets of your estate. 
! will name the executor of your estate. 
! will save time and money in the administration of your 


Have you taken care of the important matter of your will? It 
is a vital part of stewardship. 


Mail the attached card to YOUR BAPTIST FOUNDATION 


Smith, chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Sou Baptist 
Convention, said to the Baptists, 
“I greet you in the name of 12.7 million 


Southern Baptists, ago. over 1 


added, ‘‘but expressions of normal re- 
lations between two great bodies of 
Christians in Georgia.” 

Earle F. Stirewalt, secretary of 
work with National Baptists for the 
Georgia Baptist Convention, told The 
Southern Baptiss in Georgia: "When 
Southern a: 
the congregation stood and joined the 
choirs to sing the closing number, 
‘Battle Hymn of the Republic’, it, was 
one of the most moving Gipettncmn I 
have ever bear y she are 

r sionaty Baptis 
Pid is one of two black bapa 
conventions in Georgia. The other is* 
the New Era Baptist Convention, 


penges Foaiotens Bantiet paca od 


Savannah. 

Tifton is about 60 miles from Plains, 
Ga., where the home congregation of 
President-elect Jimmy Carter voted 
Nov. 14 to remove racial barriers and 


‘open its worship and menibership to 
peoples. 


all 


‘Jack Harwell is editor of the Christ- 
ian Index, state newspaper for South- 
ern Baptists in Georgia. 


° 


— 


NASHVILLE — With a “call for a 
rebirth of respect for older persons,” 
John Steen began his duties as editor of 
Mature Living, a new monthly 
magazine for senior adults published 
by the Southern Baptist Sunday School 


The publication, scheduled to begin 
with the April 1977 issue, is for persons 
over 60, pastors afid’senior adults 
workers. 

Regular features of the magazine 
will include columns devoted to the 


The first issue will include such arti- 
cles as: “Wear Out, Don’t Rust Out!"’; 
“Gray Hair And Green Thumbs: Male 
Gardeners; Celebration In April;’’ 
“Save Money — Fix It Yourself;”’ 
“What Do You Want To Be When You 
Grow Old;’’ and “‘A Plan For Starting 
Senior Adult Work In A Church.” 

Mature Living readers will have 
several ways to ¢ontribute to the 


magazine for readers te write to the 
editor and express their views and 
share programs their churches have 
for older adults. A nostalgia column, 
feature contributions from readers 
about life as it used.to be. Steen also 
invites other manuscript contribu- 
tions, as well as favorite games; car- 
toons and receipts. 

“I want the magazine to reflect their 
interests,” Steen said. “‘A very integ- 
ral part of the magazine will be reader 
participation. I want older adults to 
know that this is their magazine, and 


interests.” ; 
The average Southern Baptist 
church membership consists of 18% 


~ 


Steen Calls For A Rebirth 
Of Respect For Senior Adults 


NASHVILLE — John Steen, 


and editor of Mature Living, is 


shown talking with a senior adult during a conference at First Church, Nashville. 


senior adults, and according to Steen, 
the Sunday School Board has been in- 


.terested in senior adult work for a 


number of years. ‘‘That interest,” 
Steen said, “came to a focus about 
three years ago. At the Conference on 
Aging, sponsored by the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention, there was one recur- 
ring statement: older adults wanted a 
magazine of their own. They wanted 
something to tie them together across 
the convention.” 

A native of Mississippi, Steen at- 
tended Mississippi College, before re- 
ceiving the B.A. degree from Baylor 
University. He holds the B.D. degree 


Angolan Missionary Is To 
Teach Theology Of Missions 


NEW ORLEANS — Harrison Pike, 
Southern Baptist missionary to Ango- 


” la, will begin teaching classes on the 


Theology of Missions during the third 
term of classes at the New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
January 18 through March 11, 1977. 

Pike, who served more than ten 
years as a preaching missionary in the 
African nation, will teach the course 
‘which he hopes will provide insight 
into the theology of missions, will con- 
sider the strategies of various mission 
movements and take a look at Bible 
teachings about*missions and how 
Southern Baptists respond these 


paper Mr. Pike is preparing in partial 
fulfillment of the Doctor of Ministry 
degree its for himself. 

~ Southern Baptists have nothing 
written on the Theology of missions” 
observed Pike, ‘‘we report what's 
being done, but not the theory behind 
ye”? 

' The Doctor of Ministry degree pro- 
gram, designed to meet the needs of 
pastors desiring to earn a Doctoral de-. 


gree On the practical aspects of minis- 
try, had previously been only for pas- 
tors. Pike’s missionary status, how- 
ever, caused a rethinking and revision 
of the program to include the needs of 
missionaries on furlough. 

“‘As there was no church field open 
to me on a long-range basis, due to my 

issionary status, | appealed to the 
al pletcation of, the program to 


Harrison and 
planning and praying to be able to re- 
turn to the Angolan mission field 
closed in the fall of 1975.by the civil war 
which racked the nation. Currently the 
Pikes are taking classes at the New 
Orleans Seminary and presenting the 
work of the Foreign Mission Board in 
churches and before groups concerned 
with missions throughout the South- 
eastern United States. 


Yawning is usually the act of a per- 
son’s inadvertently opening his mouth 
when he wishes others would shut 
theirs. 


Our Ghurch ... 


.. +. And The Cooperative Program _ 


By Charles Holifield, Pastor 
Liberty Church 


Hin 
ale 
al 


" pression, on May 24, 1983, the churdh 


voted to have a prayer meeting at the 
church each day at 1! a.m., asking God 
to lead out in spiritual and financial 
conditions. 


The present 
missions plus 
home missions, as well as 
emphasis upon state missions. The 

. Pro- 


calls for 27% for 


the Cooperative Program 
$19,611.53 as of September 27, 1976, an 
increase of $2400.45 aver the same 


period in 1975. 


Everything else about high 


for foreign and : 


ville, and the S.T.M. degree from 
Union Theological Seminary, New 
York. He was presented an honorary 
L.L.D. degree by the Atlanta Law 
School. 


Prior to coming to the Sunday School 
Board in 1969 as an editor in the Sun¢ 
day School department, Steen was 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Clayton, N.C. . _ * 


Subscriptions at $6.50 are available 
from the materials services depart- 
ment, Sunday School Board, 127 Ninth 
Ave., North, Nashville, Tenn. 37234. 


It-may seem like-throwing in the 
towel to start the New Year with a col- 
umn about one of your children show- 
ing more gumption than both parents 
put together. However, I’m about todo 
just that. Husband James prefers that 
I not, but I think it is too priceless an 
incident not to share with you. So here 
goes, with James reluctant permis- 
sion. 

We installed a Ben Franklin fire- 
place recently. A few days before 
Christmas we were up early because 
Frank had a test and wanted us to have 
his breakfast early. Creamy eggs on 
toast is his favorite breakfast, so-we 
had made that for him to help on test 
day. We do all we can days, for 
you see, from kindergarten days on, if 
Frank had ever had to make a list of 
the five things he cares least about, the 
first three would be going to school, or 
at least to the classes part of school. 
school and. 
college has been o.k. It’s just the clas- 
ses and studying part that he doesn’t 
like. Yet he never quite decides to stay 
out. . 

Anyway, we built the fire too big on 
the day at point, and I realized that the 
soot in the pipe was on fire, so I yelled 
for James. He came, and we discussed 
what to do. I ran out and, sure enough, 
all kinds of sparks were spouting out of 
the chimney and down onto the roof. 
We decided to take a log off the fire. 
James did. Then he went to get dressed 
quickly. I went back outside to see the 
sparks again. Both of us were scurry- 
ing around, two grown-ups with five 
degrees: beyond high school between 
us, trying to decide what to do about 
the fire. . 

Without a word, Frank, this fellow 
we keep after, to show him the value of 
a college degree, how helpful it will be 
to him, quiétly went to the kitchen, got 
one glass of water, slowly came and 
poured it over the fire, slowly went to 
the kitchen and got another, came and 
poured it on the fire, calmly went back 
to the table to finish his breakfast. 
When James and I rushed back to tend 
to things, it was all under control. 

Yes, sir, if a does as 


much for that kid as ours have for us, 
he’ll be in good shape. 
Happy New Year, any way, though. 


WRINKLE LI 


_ Atain, we repeat, 


Thursday, January 6, 1977 
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.U. S. Probing Reports Charging Moon’s 


consistently denied charges of illegal 
Connections with the South Korean 
government. In the latest denial, Col. 
a statement categorically 
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Mr. Pak also denied that he had been 
present at a 1969 meeting at the South 
Korean ion, the Blue 


According to Justice Department 
disclosures reported by the Times and 
Post, the KCFF was organized in the 
1960s with the principal aim of continu- 
ing and ing U.S. commit- 
ment to South Korea. 

Robert W. Roland, a former airline 


Professor Cites 
Dangers Of Moon 


CHAPPAQUA, N. Y. (EP) — U. S. 
Gitizens should kfiow more about Sun 
Myung Moon and his Unification 

“because this man intends to 

e over the government of the Un- 

ited States and of the world,’ says 

George Swope, a professor of psychol- 

ogy at Westchester Community Col- 
lege, Valhalla, N. Y. 

Swope, writing in three parts for 
Christian Herald magazine, relates to 
detail of his daughter Winnie’s experi- 
ences as a ‘‘Moonie.’’ She joined the 
Unification Church in 1974 while a 
sophomore at the University of New 
Hampshire and spent five months in 
the cult before she was abducted from 
the sect by her family and successfully 


Swope warned. ‘(He presents Jesus as 
a failure and he says point blank—and 
his Divine Principle says this—that 
Jesus did not come to die. The New 
Testament, of course, teaches us that 
Jesus did come to die, to the Lamb of 
God to take away the sins of the 
world.” 

Swope, who is also a minister, said 
young converts begin their training 
period in isolation from the outside 
world. . .are deprived ‘of sleep, and 
food, a tactic intended to create a 
gradual dependence on cult leaders. 

A good Bible background, he said, 
and a “vibrant church youth group” 

with strong parental example of 
pation in Christian Social action 
are ways in-which parents can keep 
their children from the cult. ‘ 


Hearing Loss is not 
a Sign of Old Age- 


Chicago, Ill.—A free offer of spe- 
cial interest to those who hear but 
do not understand words has been 
announced by Beltone. A non- 
operating, model of the smallest 
Beltone aid of its kind will be 
tiven absolutely free to anyone 
answering this advertisement. 

True, all hearing problems are 
not alike . . . and some cannot be 
helped by a hearing aid. But audi- 
ologists report than many can. So, 
send for this non-operating model 
now. Wear it in the privacy of 
your own home to see how tiny 
hearing help canbe. It’s yours to 
keep, free. The actual aid ‘weighs 
less than a third of an ounce, and 
it’s all at ear level, in one unit. 

These models are free, s0 we 
sUggest you write for yours now. 
€ there is no cost, ° 
and certainly no obligation. Thou- 
sant have already been mailed, so 
Wfite today to Dept. 0000, Beltone 
Electronics Corp. 4475 W. Vie 
toria, Chicago, Il. 60646. 


_ Aides With Links To So. Korea Regime 


The U 
ligious” atmosphere. 


A representative of the Baptist Record telephoned 
and asked the nature of the work. The reply was that it involved counseling and 
other activities. The caller asked the name of the sponsoring organization 
was told it was the Unification Charch. Then the question was whether or not the 


~ Moon Work In Jackson 


nification Church, founded-by Sun Myung Moon, is active in Jackson and" 
has used help wanted ads in the local newspapers to search for 


fuatre- 
the nudiber listed in and 
and 


work is on behalf of the organization established by Moon, and the answer was af- 


firmative. (RNS Photo.) 


pilot and one-time family friend of Mr. 
Pak, testified that Mr. Pak had 

of plans for the KCFF in the 1960s, cal- 
ling it a front organization.to gain in- 
fluence with wealthy people and gov- 
ernment officials. 


Mr. Pak also talked of using the Ko- 
rean Cultural and Freedom Founda- 
tion ‘‘as a fund-raising organization 
for the Moon organization,’ Mr. Ro- 
land testified. 


According to a Times report, Korean 
intelligence sources said Mr. Pak was. 
the Kogean CIA*s ‘‘channel to Mr. 
Moon.” Another Korean official 
was quoted as saying that “Pak Bo 
Hi is a very important man because he 
made Sun Myung Moon famous. It’s all 
his idea.” » 


Unification Church representatives, 
including Mr. Pak and Mr: Solonen, 
have consistently held that their con- 
cern for South Korea is part of the 
Church’s commitment to-work toward 
a God-centered world, which im- 
plicitly includes opposition to atheistic 
Communism. 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 
A price, binding ond style to meet every 
need. Quality wor! ip gqvorenieed 
Write for illustrated price folder. 

“Internationally known specialists’ 
NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 


Box 305-C — Greenwood Miss. "38930 


Quality has everything in its favor 
including the price. 

Most folks pay too much for the 
things they get for nothing. 

About the only way to stay young is 
to live honestly, eat-sensibly, sleep 
well, work hard, worship regularly, 
and lie about-your age. j 


NEW AND USED BUSES 


me ; 
Complete Stock from 12 to 84 
Passengers — 


BUS SUPPLY CO., INC. 


Hwy. 98 E.—P.0.Box 502 
McCOMB, MS 39648 
Phones: Office (601) 684-2900 
Home (601) 684-5874 or 684-6876 


MFG. CO. 
Tol. (501) 675-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas 
T77 


ALLEN ORGANS 


The Ultimate 
for Church Music 


See—Hear—Play 
These Majestic 


Organs 
Prices begin at $3995 


ROSEBERRY PIANO HOUSE 


13 E. Front St.; Hattiesburg, Ms 30401 (601) 583-0245 


Free Delivery 


Special Church Terms Available 


JANUARY 
JUBILEE 


S A L Savings of up to 
50% on many items 
throughout the store 


Visit the Baptist Book Store nearest you today for these and other 
specials, Or, if choose to order by mail, clip this ad and sendy - 


to the Baptist 


Store nearest you. 


Check item(s) desired. For’ more than one copy of an item, write 


quantity desired on line. —.— 


_____ NEW AMERICAN STANDARD REFERENCE 
STUDY BIBLE (Holman) ——__ Black 


__. Brown 
poy ba a Sale Price, $27.95 
____. WORD PICTURES IN THE TESTAMENT 
(Broadman/WH: 


by A. T. Robertson 


____AN INTERPRETATION 
by BH, Carroll (Baker 


SE) 
. $39.95 Sale Price, $24.95 
ENGLISH BIBLE 
) Six volumes. 
. $75.00 Sale Price, $37.50 


____ STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE CONCORDANCE OF 


THE BIBLE Plain Edges (Abi 


__ TOTAL JOY by Marabel M 


ingdon/WHSE) 
. $16.95 Sale Price, $9.95 
in (Revell) 
$6.95. Sale Price, $4.95 


____ BORN AGAIN by Charles Colson (Revell) 


_ (Paper Edition will be available in March, 1977) 
~ 1 LOVE THE WORD IMPOSSIBLE by Ann Kiemel ? 
(Ti eale/ WHSE) us towne $5.95 Sale Price, $3.95 
occusemais e 
(Zondervan WHSE) ot 95 ‘ale Price, $2.75 
____. TO UNDERST EACH fourn 
(John $3.50 Sale Price, $1.95 
___T HAVE HEARD THE RAINBOW by Wilda Fancher 
/WHSE) Rep. $3.98 Sale Price, $2.75 
THE MANTLE by William St CTyndale/WH 
; _ Reg. $7.95 Sale 


ee ot 


‘On alt cash orders please add 


a = 
‘Pontage and Haig a pra 


‘BAPTIST BOOK STORES 


Celebrating our GOth yee 


the following for delivery and handling: 
or less, add 50¢: orders $2.01 to $5.00, add 75¢: orders 


| 


att. 


December 12. The new , when 


- 1s 


Union Church of Magnolia recently 
dedicated a new education building. A 
county-wide open house was hosted by 
the church. The new building is equip- 
ped with ten Sunday school rooms, a 
kitchen, two bathrooms, and a fellow- 


: ship hall. The new addition has greatly 


Just F or The Record 


Cal Church, Columbus, in of the pouring rain, had signing of contract and 
sei building = , will house a large Fellowship Hall, modern kitchen, and Sunday School 
rooms. Construction is due to be completed March 1, by McNees Construction Company. The building program also calls 
for the renovation of the old kitchen and dining facilities into a suite of offices. Pictured left to. right: Waymon Goodman, 
James Salley, Jerry Stevens, pastor, Fred Newell, David Taylor, Bob Mishler, Chairman; 


Leroy Lollar, Jr., Billy Fancher, ministry of music and youth, Louis Newell. 


enlarged the ministry of the church 
which was organized in 1892. Members 
of the Building Committee were Hollis 
Lang, Britt Simmons, James 
Hucabee, Irene Berry, and Iris 
Hucabee. Roger. W. Wilkins has been 
pastor at Union for 18 months. 


Thursday, January. 


hg services at noon on 


Charlies House, Dale McNees, 


$147 Two Jackson Men - 


To Tour Brazil | 


Two Jackson ministers of music — 
members of “The 


and the Foreign Mission Board. Ap- 
proximately half of the 100-member 
group will make the tour. , 

“The Centurymen” will| present 
musical concerts’ in Belem} Recife, 
Rio de Janeiro, Curitiba, Sao Paulo, 
and Brasilia. , 


When the average mari becomes 


thoroughly acquainted with himself. 


he ceases to wonder why he has such 


few friends. ae 

Shady Grove 

Begins Building 
Construction has begun on a new 


building for ShadyGrove. The church, 
located in Tippah Association, voted 


recently to move from its present loca-. 


tion to a new building site nearby. The 
new facility will provide education 
space and sanctuary. James M. Moore 
is the pastor. 


‘“‘A CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL” was presented Sunday evening, December 12, 
Indianola 


at First Church, Indianola, with the combined choirs of First churches, 


and Belzoni. Seventy singers performed, over half of whom are pictured in 
rehearsal. The “Festival” was also performed December 19, at First, Belzoni, 
under direction of the minister of music, Everett Sollie. Harrel Wilcox, minister 
of music, First, Indianola, directed the Indianola “Festival.” .A handbell choir 
of each church participated in the performance at each church. A flute trio 
accompanied by the Indianola program; a clarinet soloist and tympanii were 


included at Belzoni. 


Sunday School Lesson: International For January 9 


Jesus Faces His Calling 


By Wm. J. Fallis 
Mark 1:4-13; Lake 3:1-22; 4:1413 


From the beginning of our study of 
“The Life and Ministry of Jesus’’ we 
have used material from Luke almost 
altogether. But in 
this lesson we focus 


~, is quite brief with 
only 678 verses 
while Luke’s Gospel 
has 1,151. Mark 
seems to have been concerned more 
with telling what happened than what 
was said. His Gospel is a fast-moving 
story. Two of his favorite words are 
“‘straighway’’..and ‘‘immediately.”’ 
Luke probably based his more detailed 
account on the lively narrative of 
Mark. He also used some material that 
appears in Matthew but not in Mark, 
plus some not in the others. Together, 
they reveal Jesus committed to his 
lifework. 

The Lesson Explained 

John Preaches Repentance 

(Mark 1:46) 

In the lesson for Decembet 5 we 
learned of Zacharias and Elisabeth 
and their promised son John. Here, 
with two verses from Malachi and 
Isaiah, Mark points to that same John 
as a wilderness preacher of repen- 
tance. From Luke 3:1-18 we learn 
more about his emphases and.his ap- 
proaches to various groups which 
came out to hear him. W animal 
skins and eating wild food. John prob- 
ably fascinated the city people. But no 
one was comfortable in his presence as 
he warned their complacent ears of 
judgment to come. As they confessed 
their sins, he baptized them in the Jor- 
dan River. It was a sign of their repen- 
tance, and preparation for the Coming 
One, or Messiah. 

That was John’s other major em- 
phasis — that he was preparing the, 
way for “‘one mightier” than himself. 
John was not even worthy to unloose 
the sandals of that One. people had 
yielded gladly to John’s baptism with 
water, but the Coming One would bap- 
tize them with the Holy Spirit. Thus, 
they could go from repentance to 


~ power. 
Jesus Is om 
(Mark 1:7-11) 

Meh Bae ah 4 ae 
waspreaching, mul- 
titude. Matthew says wheri Jesus 
asked to be baptized, John refused at 


first, but Jesus insisted. Although he 
needed no repentance, Jesus may 
have seen baptism as a way of endors- 
ing the prophetic stance of John the 
Baptist: It probably was a symbol of 
his commitment to his ministry. What 
happened witen he camie.up out of the 
water points in that direction. Perhaps 
for several years he had been thinking 
about his work, and when John began 
to preach, Jesug knew that was the 
time to declare himself. As a result, 
the Spirit came upon him, and a voice 
from heaven called him ‘‘my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.”’ 
Satan Tests God's Son ; 
(Mark 1:12-13) 

In verse 12 there are questions no 
human can answer. God the Father 
had commended his Son, but im- 


mediately the Spirit compels the Son to, 


go to some remote place for an ordeal 
with Satan. We must never forget that 
the Son was also a man, and he could 
be tempted by the Adversary. Both 


¢ 
Matthew and Luke (4:1-13) give de 
jails of the temptation experience. 
The first idea Satan planted in Jesus’ 
mind was the possibility of using 
miraculous power to satisfy his hunger 
— and perhaps achieve his life goal. 
But Jesus parried that thrust with a 
verse-from Deuteronomy. Then the 


devil quickened his imagination to see - 


the realms of the world and slyly 
suggested that Jesus could have them 
all at once if he would yield to Satan’s 
authority. Again, Jesus refused to re- 
nounce his allegiance to God. Finally, 
the devil himself quoted Scripture as 
he dared Jesus to plunge from a pinna- 
cle of the Temple — perhaps suggest- 
ing that such an exhibition would win 
an immediate following for the young 
Teacher. But Jesus would not forsake 
God’s methods and used another text 
from Deuteronomy to end the ordeal 
God’s Son had made his commit- 
ment and had wort his first battle: he 
was ready to fulfill his calling 


Gautier Begins Family Life Building 


First Church Gautier broke ground 
December 5, for a two-story educa- 
tional and family life building. Build- 
ing Committee, ‘left to right: LeRoy 
Foster, Chairman, Vernie Sullivan, 
Gene McDaniel, John G. Brock, pas- 
tor, and Mayron Cummins. (One 
member, Don Rainey, was not pre- 
sent.) ‘ 

The educational building is designed 

‘three Youth, 


tochoreesigar Chltsrany, 
and three Adult departments; a full 


choir suite housing over 100 in rehear- 
sal; a library; a game room; kitchen; 
and two offices. 

The gym which wil] be attached to 


the educational building will be Used 
for all ~ of activities plus fellow. 
ship hall for banquets and suppers 


"This new facility will give a total at- 
tendance capacity of 800 plus Versus 


the 400 presently attending in two Sup. ° 


day Schools. The construction cost ig, 
be $557,000 with another $50,009 a» 
Propriated for furnishings MvClep. 
don Building Services, out of Gu 

is the General Contractor wig, 
McCleskey Arthitects_ out of Hattieg. 
burg designing the building The com. 
pletion date is set for September ; 
1977. 4 


First Church, Laurel recently held a 
Sunday School worker appreciation 
‘banquet for those serving currently 
and those who served during the last 
year. One highlight of the evening was 
the tabulation of the number of years 
the group present had served in 
Sunday School of First Church, 
Laurel. Of course many of the workers 
have served elsewhere, but the group 


MC. To Offer New Programs 


Devotional 


_A New Year: 1977 


By Earl Kelly 


Mississippi Baptist 


-Treasurer 
Conventica Board 


“Therefore if any man is in“Christ, he is a new creature: old things 


are passed away; behold, all things 


are become new” (II Cor. 5:17). 


We have entered a new year — 1977, so our calendars remind us. Realism 
declares that such divisions of time are artificial. We are trained to believe the 


“new year 


begins January 1, but does it? The early Christians appropriately. 
msn Observed March 25, the resurrection season; and so Eng 
~ Continued with the rest of Christendom until 1753 when she 
- changed over to the Gregorian Calendar. The Jewish people 
_, have their ecclesiastical New Year at the spring equinox, and 
_ their Civil New Year in October. - 
. History records many attempts to establish systems of 
measuring-a year. The Romans used the letters A. U. C. (ab 
urbe Condita) — ‘‘from the foundation of the city.” Calif Omar 
imposed the date of the Hegira of Mohammed as the starting 
point‘of the Muslim Calendar. 
‘ Modern history shows attempts to change the calendar. In 
France, the first year of the Revolution was to be countéd as year 1. This calendar 


land 


lasted only 13 years, and then France reverted to the accepted calendar starting 
with the birth. of Christ. When the State of Israel came into existence in 1948, it 
was decided to abolish the “Christian” calendar, and all official communications 
were dated from the creation of the world. Though this should be the most logical 
approach, who could know when the earth started its first revolution about the 
sun? Within a short time this was found to be impracticable, and now both dates 
are to be found on official correspondence. Try as they may, mer cannot :ake 
Christ out of the calendar; he still dominates time. All the forces of history, and 
all the ideas that have been derived from human imagination have been used in 


attempts to 


the calendar; and all have failed: Only one event so towers 


above the horizon of history because it is so transcendent and important. that it 
can serve as a benchmark for civilized time. The calendar represents the seal of 
Christ's kingship of time itself. He alone still governs the ages. 

As Christ has changed history he can change us, too, if we commit ourselves to 
him. What we need is not so much a New Year, but a New Life for the New Year. If 
only we could be new, then the year would be new indeed. And here is the glorious 
good news which is in the sole possession of Christian witnesses. We can be! “lf 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature” — a New Creation. ~ 


Clarke Names Mrs. John Jacobs 
Director Of Public Information 


Clarke College President W., L. 
Compere announces that Mrs. John 
Jacobs has joined the staff of Clarke 
m College as director 
of public informa- 
tion, Mrs.. Jacobs 
~ and her husband, 
John Jacobs, have 
served several} 
terms as_ mis- 
sionaries employed 
am ; by the Foreign Mis- 

3 sion Board, SBC. 
oe “ase They returned to 
the States in May of this year. He re- 
cently aecepted the pastorate of West 
Calvary Church in. Union. They will 


live in the. pastor’s home there and. 


Mrs. Jacobs will commute from Union 


Banquet Honors SS Workers for 893 Years Of Service 


pictured has served a total of 893 years 
in some elected position of this Sunday 
School alone. 

Nine of those pictured have served 
this Sunday School in elected office for 
30 years or more. They are Arthur 
Montgomery (50), Mrs. Parshana 
Valentine (50 in 7th grade girls class), 
Agnes‘Anderson (45), Mrs. W. W. Geer 
(45), Mrs. Mary Yount (44 in older pre- 


In Special Education 


A special education program aimed 
at training teachers te meet the needs 
of thousands of handicapped children 
the coun- 


area will be offered. The 
Educable Mentally etarded 
(E.M.R.), Trainable Mental Retarded 
(T.M.R.), Learning Disabilities, 
Hearing Impaired, and Speech Im- 

The second semester begins 
Jan. 17, 1977. 


“More and more handicapped chil- 
dren are integrated in regu- 
lar situations,"’ — 
Dr. “This concept is 

and will require ad- 
Goon! checathe in the area of spe 
cial education for most regular 

There are 130,000 teachers 

children in the 


U States, but 240,000 more are 


* 


S 


needed to fully implement Title ITI of 
Public Law 93-516. In addition, another 
60,000 are needed to meet the needs of 
the 1,000,000 preschool handicapped 
children. 


Heading the new special education 
program will be Mrs. Cynthia K. 


MOVING? 


If you are plarining a change of address, please 
cord of your old and your new address. It would help if you could supply all 
of the information that is to be found on the address label on your paper. An 
easy way to do this would be to affix the address label to the space below 
and send it to The Baptist Record, Box 530, Jackson, MS 39205. 


—— 


y an 


. ‘ 
A A Se A Mee Me ce a 


to her work at Clarke. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacobs both hold As- 
sociate in Arts degrees from Clarke 
College. He received his B.A. degree 
from Mississippi College and she the 
B.S. from Delta State. Both did 
graduate study at Golden Gate Semi- 
nary. 

The Jacobs have two sons: Thomas, 
sophomore at Clarke, and John, Jr., 
employed in St, Louis. 

Mrs. Jacobs served as press rep- 
resentative on both foreign mission 
fields where she and her husband 
served — Guyana, first, and then 
Dominica. In addition she wrote and 
edited all materials used in the various 
organizations sponsoreéd on the islands 
by Southern Baptist missionaries. 


school), Dewey Blackledge (36), 
Helen Wuertz (33 in first grade), Mrs. 
Dona Mae Pettingill (31), and Mrs. Bill 
Ross (30 in older preschool). Nine 
others have served 20 years or more. 
Dr. Jim Keith, pastor of Laurel, 
First Church, not only deep 
appreciation but urged all not to rest 
on past service, but to accept the chal- 
lenge of service ahead 
* 


Robinson Corkern of Jackson, a 
trained specialist in the area. She will 
be doing most of the teaching in the 
program. She holds the AAA certifi- 
cate in learning disabilities, the AA 
certificate in mental retardation, and 
the AA certificate in elementary prin- 
cipal and special subjects supervision 


notify The Baptist Re- 


ate) - (Zip e) 


, 


‘] 


